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# As the view outside turns greener and the days grow longer, it’s
the perfect time to channel fresh energy into our final push of the
learning year.

We're wrapping up a busy year of WSPEI learning with two more
workshops this month. Details are below - be sure to register soon
if you haven't already! Our Family Support Community continues to

meet and we will have our final Family, Youth and Community Family Engagement Network
meeting in May.

#@QOur Family Support Organization partners are blooming with activity; we've compiled
opportunities around the state to connect and learn. And, stay informed with the latest news and
updates from DPI.

Summer is on the way!

Enjoy the sun! Bees are buzzing! Strawberry Fields!
We love our pollinators! Delight in lots of fresh fruit!



But keep our skin protected -
remember the sunscreen!

The WSPEI Program Statewide Learning and Networking
Events

WSPEI Statewide Learning and Networking Opportunities
WSPEI is wrapping up our workshop schedule this month. Stay tuned for fall offerings!

All statewide WSPEI events are FREE, will be held virtually on ZOOM, and are open to
families, educators, and community agency members.

Registration is required. Zoom meeting links are sent out one week prior to the first session.
Workshops are not recorded. If you register, please plan to attend.

Sign up for our email list for the monthly newsletter and event notifications.

Calendar of Events

YWEEKLY ON WEDNESDAYS - VIRTUAL Drop-In Office Hour | Noon - 1:00 p.m. on
Z00OM

The world of special education is filled with complex acronyms and life-changing decisions. Our
goal is to empower families, school staff, and agency members with the expertise and resources
needed to help every child thrive. You don't have to navigate this alone. Join us for a conversation!
Registration is NOT required. See flyer linked below for ZOOM details.

WHAT:
e A WSPEI Coordinator will be available to answer questions about, Special Education, IEPs and
strategies for families and school staff partnerships.
¢ When needed, we will connect families, school staff and others with their local WSPEI
Coordinator for more support and information.
e We provide guidance in finding resources and new learning opportunities.

WHO:
ANYONE! Families, School Staff or Agency member who is:
¢ Seeking assistance with the special education process, including questions about an
IEP(Individualized Education Program).
¢ Looking for resources and information to support children with a disability
¢ Interested in fostering stronger family-school partnerships.

Confidentiality:

Discussions during the Zoom meeting will remain confidential. Our coordinators are trained in
confidentiality practices, and breakout rooms will be utilized for privacy. Sessions are NOT
recorded.

LINK to FLYER with ZOOM Meeting Link and call in information

LINKTO ZOOM MEETING



http://www.wspei.org/
https://wspei.org/events/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1NrVM5itaPq2t6w2NbZwlVhRKE6iYjfNl/view
https://cesa1-k12-wi-us.zoom.us/j/88929377194#success

TOPIC SPECIFIC WORKSHOPS

Partnering with Schools on Behavior and Discipline for Students with IEPs
Information Flyer in Spanish
e Habra interpretacién al espafiol disponible para las familias que la soliciten al registrarse

This workshop will help participants:
¢ Understand how all policies apply to all children, including those with disabilities;
¢ Build awareness of IDEA protections for students with disabilities in regard to discipline;
¢ Explore dispute resolution options in Wisconsin.

April 10, 2026 | 9:00 am-11:00 am

Click to REGISTER

The Family’s Role in the CCR-IEP Process
Information Flyer in Spanish
¢ Habra interpretacion al espafiol disponible para las familias que la soliciten al registrarse

This 2-hour workshop is aimed at equipping parents and other family members with knowledge
and confidence to actively participate in the IEP process.
For families who have a child/youth between the ages of 3-21 who has an IEP.
Educators are encouraged to participate as well!
We have two dates offered in April 2026.
Choose the day and time that works best for you! Content delivered is the same on each day.
o April 28,2026 | 12:00 p.m. — 2:00 p.m.
e April 30,2026 | 6:00 p.m. — 8:00 p.m.

Register for either of these dates here: Click to Register

ON GOING, MONTHLY NETWORK AND SUPPORT MEETINGS

ANNOUNCEMENT: Unfortunately, we are cancelling our April Family Youth and Community
Engagement Network gathering.
We hope to bring an exciting and important topic to our May 2026 meeting!

Family, Youth and Community Engagement Network
(formally known as the Family Engagement Community of Practice & Learning)

A learning community for educators, administrators, statewide agencies, community partners, and
families focusing on family engagement-specific topics. Learn from each other and experts in the
field!

Meetings are held on the third Wednesday of every month, September to May, 4:00-5:30 pm.
*These Network meetings are recorded and shared in an email after the meeting date.

Register one time and you will automatically receive the monthly reminder emails.

Click to REGISTER



https://wspei.org/documents/partnering-with-schools-april-2026_2.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1chXepBKDjlSVF6pnz7_SzDW9cribncg5/view
https://forms.gle/bMyLZgr7Wr9TP4cj9
https://4b2d.edulnk.com/e/a4wue/XoaZw9?__$u__
https://drive.google.com/file/d/11CFrKPQ7-W-hQfrojq-nr_MOV0L3xZj4/view
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfCrpfTXu34q8-7s8RN8NVBUbqX4y8tOG-Jl8x-A52H8DO0EQ/viewform
https://4b2d.edulnk.com/e/a4wue/muU_Cm?__$u__
https://forms.gle/7WDUFwnpdnr94pR88

Family Support Community

A monthly learning opportunity designed for families and other caregivers supporting a child(ren)
with a disability.

These meetings occur on the second Wednesday of the month from 7:00 pm -8:00 pm and the
second Thursday of the month from 12:00 -1:00 pm.

Our supportive community meetings provide valuable learning opportunities and mutual support.
They take place from September through May.

Register one time and you will automatically receive the monthly reminder emails.

Click to REGISTER

AWSPEI Regional Learning Opportunity!

Partnering with Schools on Behavior and Discipline for Students with IEPs

What Families and their support systems need to know!

A Northern WI CESAs Collaboration!
Friday, May 1, 2026 11 am - 1 pm Virtual, Via ZOOM
REGISTER HERE

I—
. Partnering with Schools on Behavior an! -

CU Discipline for Students with IEPs

® What Families and their support systems need to know

A CESA collaborative event!
CES@ g (CEIA9

Friday, May 1, 2026

11 am -1 pm "I"rm -
Virtual, Via ZOOM cesan VA ceoAn, (Esa

For more information, contact:

During this workshop, YOU will:

Sara Nerenhausen
WSPEI Family-School Partnership
Coordinator CESA 7/8
snerenhausen@cesar.org

- Learn how to locate the
student/parent handbook and
policies on a district's website,

and Heidi Lehman

- Understand how all policies  WSPEI Family-School Partnership
apply to all children, including Coordinator, CESA 9/10
those with disabilities hlehman@cesa9.org

- Build awareness of IDEA . .
rotections for students with S {RERARIDEILCH
frehs ol aents With — \yspg| Family-School Partnership
disabilities regarding discipline Coordinator, CESA 12
« Understand dispute resolution stephaniel@cesa12.org
options in Wisconsin
Heather Griffith

Click to Register Family Engagement Coordinator

-OR- Eau Claire & Chippewa Falls
Scan QR Code to School Districts
Register hgriffith@ecasd.us

The Wisconsin Statewide Parent-Educator Initiative (CFDA
h #84.027A) acknowledges the support of the Wisconsin Department
C.U WS PE I of Public Instruction in the development of all products or
publications and for the continued support of this federally-funded
grant project.

5\ WISCONSIN DEPART

L) Bublic Instruction

Wisconsin Statewide Parent Educator Initiative.



https://wspei.org/documents/2025-26-family-support-community-flyer.pdf
https://forms.gle/7WDUFwnpdnr94pR88
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf5qfYKhNKt4zb1QQepib6daMbCXu_nNsINQnst89lNGOCpEQ/viewform

From the Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction

Important Reminder: DPl Website Modernization Project

The DPI website is undergoing a major update to enhance the user experience and improve
accessibility. Over the next several months, you will notice changes to portions of the website and
some resources may be temporarily unavailable during the transition.

In the meantime, if there is anything you access frequently or are hoping to view in the next month,
you may wish to download a copy to your computer now.

Thank you for your patience during this process!

Public Comment on Wisconsin State Application Under Part B of the Individuals
with Disabilities Education Act

As a part of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) Part B application process, the
State must accept public comments on the application for 30 days and must publish the
application for 60 days. We are still awaiting the FFY2026 allocation information from the
Department of Education. Until then, the posted allocations and the interactive spreadsheet
provide information from FFY2025.

Comments about the application should be submitted to the Department of Public Instruction, P.O.
Box 7841, Madison, WI 53703-7841 by 4pm on Sunday, April 20, 2026.

For more information including links to the FFY2025 IDEA Part B allocation, see DPI's website for
Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) Federal Special Education Law and Coordination
with Wisconsin Law and Regulations | Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction.

Wisconsin Conferences

State Events and Save the Dates

2026 Autism Society of Greater Wisconsin and the Autism Society of South Central Wisconsin
Annual Conference

The purpose of the annual conference is to provide a wide range of information to those within the
autism community. The goal is to provide relevant information for attendees at all levels, including
those who are new to autism and those who have years of experience.

Dates: April 23-25, 2026

Location: Kalahari Convention Center, Wisconsin Dells, WI

REGISTRATION is OPEN



http://www.dpi.gov/
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fdpi.wi.gov%2Fsped%2Flaws-procedures-bulletins%2Flaws%2Fidea/1/0100019d2fbe6540-4b8cd5d4-f1bb-4d75-a9c6-62eb48e7ebca-000000/zaTyhkYUX6jV61Vs-sF--9UKAHrtLTlVRvvKk7dYuo0=450
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fdpi.wi.gov%2Fsped%2Flaws-procedures-bulletins%2Flaws%2Fidea/1/0100019d2fbe6540-4b8cd5d4-f1bb-4d75-a9c6-62eb48e7ebca-000000/zaTyhkYUX6jV61Vs-sF--9UKAHrtLTlVRvvKk7dYuo0=450
https://www.autismgreaterwi.org/conferences/
https://www.autismgreaterwi.org/2026-annual-conference/

Circles of Life Conference

Dates: May 14-15, 2026

Location: Holiday Inn Stevens Point Convention Center, Stevens Point, WI

Circles of Life is Wisconsin's annual conference for families who have children with disabilities

and the professionals who support them.

Keynote Speaker: Dr. K Jane Lee

Dr. Lee is the mother of two children, one of whom has severe neurologic impairment from a brain
injury at birth. She is a passionate advocate for anti-ableism, and has published a book,
Catastrophic Rupture: A Memoir of Healing, which invites readers to join her as she shifts from an
ableist medical perspective of disability that sees only an impaired body, to the mother's
perspective that sees the beauty and value in the person that is her child.

REGISTRATION IS NOW OPEN!

Deadline: May 1 / No Walk-in Registrations

Link to Register in English

Registro Espanol

Autism eXchange Annual Conference and Staycation
A gathering dedicated to advancing understanding, support and innovation in Autism research and

services in your community! The conference brings together a diverse group of experts, advocates,
caregivers, and individuals on the Autism Spectrum to share insights and strategies that make a
difference.
Date: Friday July 10 — Saturday July 11, 2026
Time:
¢ Attendee check-in begins at 11:45 am Friday, July 10
e Conference activities end at 4:00 pm July 11
Location: Wilderness Resort & Waterpark and Glacier Canyon Lodge
Learn More HERE

2026 WI FACETS Endless Possibilities Conference

Save the Date!

Date: August 7, 2026

Location: Waukesha County Technical College (AJN Center), Pewaukee, WI

The annual Endless Possibilities conference invites families and professionals who support
students with disabilities to learn and grow together. We encourage open dialogue between
families and professionals to discuss positive solutions for all our students with special needs in
Wisconsin.

WIFACETS

April Newsletter and Training Calendar

WI FACETS is Wisconsin's Parent Training and Information Center (PTI) funded through the US
Department of Education, Office of Special Education Programs. WI FACETS has a large variety of
resources, upcoming trainings, and webinar recordings to help families navigate special education.
WI FACETS Webinar Recordings as well as WI FACETS resources webpages.



https://4b2d.edulnk.com/e/6e7ax9/UilDSD?__$u__
https://uwspce.ungerboeck.net/prod/emc00/PublicSignIn.aspx?&aat=5a4c614b5263762b7a6c335171464b50387076633666576e6e4e575a4a4e546b776d6e566176486d3456673d
https://uwspce.ungerboeck.net/prod/emc00/PublicSignIn.aspx?&aat=59417449506158647a43306f6b44463162586f45576e624c67514431566331647a7157537536516f476f413d
https://autism-united.org/statewide-conference/
https://autism-united.org/statewide-conference/
https://wifacets.org/training/endless-possibilities-conference/
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1WpV1Ov3sHBVSlpWvY3yH8Pekmkuw_yAGzbA6xVChvrT_9w4nNy1IGgS0DxAiAQUrmno7x2DGH5UEt5vAJlyAvklbSZhiN1rWMm2zYyRqH6tOOM4deWW6qNXNiNfK0cs3c5gzSGmHnwryVlyV_nYCcig3YHse5D16YEO35KRjdB_dSOWKoFJF97RRjczk9d-46dNxtXZ3TdZiopJp1Bft29kuQJVu2THRibCAwqTb9J67PmLktRwfDjEjdGvB9OHW1JRpkIJcjfffenDhlN9fb1ogAEyvOyt3y3exDuN8sClXaYnub01cnFTdMQrcDp9wgNsDJIKj3n3th9Ne8x_c4MthEIUuPvSj6ZHDY4PkNaY/https%3A%2F%2Fwifacets.org%2Ftraining%2Ftraining-archives%2F
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1k9UIxOpjqPzb59i2RA_g5e8ous-_b0mue4Z7PflnPD-wtAHkUh971c1YwmxOULnHvVdMAS1fGBFndix0_oLTwjhkgZRFgsn50JLFXK-4jL_pt-utLzSHyNuQLAPV2npsQtg0510Uo9ggQXxwoy9R27yodhPOObaIgDMH9oOUKlxIfcF1KdUJ_qzup4U2Jag10xAW9OvT9425oFEVIfQYVqaI744iLyVbOEMwUMvzcEK73m9k2PSoh_ANJ89nZsXlgTH8vkZYC3207dy70JWUfObUGO4aVKLBwhkNlZdBOt-7GOI_8cYlVq1SUeQZ8r8kEsVI0Y-5TTksTnXKPzzUE6WPYmAkfUi9K9q9T8mOLz8/https%3A%2F%2Fwifacets.org%2Fresources%2Fonline-resources%2F

The April Issue of the WI FACETS Family Engagement Newsletter covers Autism and shares
multiple resources for families and educators:

April Newsletter - English

April Newsletter - Spanish

Are you looking to enhance your knowledge and confidence while supporting a child with a
disability? WI FACETS invites families, caregivers, and professionals to explore our 2026 calendar
of free, expert-led workshops designed to empower and inform you every step of the way.

View and register for upcoming trainings at: www.wifacets.org/training/calendar

PDF of Training_Calendar in English

PDEF of Training_Calendar in Spanish

Aprilis Autism Acceptance Month

Autism Acceptance Month celebrates and honors the experiences and identities of Autistic
individuals. It emphasizes understanding, inclusion, and support, moving beyond awareness
towards meaningful acceptance. There are many opportunities in Wisconsin to learn about autism
including DPI grant funded resources and statewide family support and advocacy groups
supporting people with neurodiverse needs.

o The Supporting Neurodiverse Students (SNS) Professional Learning System is a grant funded
project designed to support educators serving students with IEPs in social and emotional
learning. For additional information on in-person learning events, quick videos, interactive self-
guided modules, and virtual cohorts, please visit the SNS webpage.

e Wisconsin is home to the Autism Society of Wisconsin and Autism United, both of which offer
resources and support. Additional information on ways to promote inclusion in our
communities and practice acceptance in everyday life can be found on their websites:

e Autism Society of Wisconsin
e Autism United

¢ Autism Acceptance Day at the Capitol: On Thursday, April 2, 2026, from 12:00p.m.- 2:00p.m.

an event will be held in the Assembly Parlor of the Wisconsin State Capitol in Madison, where

attendees will hear brief remarks from Autistic self-advocates, family members, and
legislators.

AutismUnited of Wisconsin

Some program highlights:

Change Champions

Autism United of Wisconsin invites you to help bring a unique program to schools in your
community.

The Change Champions program is a fun, educational coin/donation drive specifically designed
by Special Education teachers, for schools:



https://servingongroups.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/Family-Engagement-Newsletter-April-2026.pdf
https://servingongroups.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/03/Boletin-Informativo-PF_Abril-2026.pdf
https://www.wifacets.org/training/calendar
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1RBhPsE6Zy2CqKAaNnSg1KZIqXxHPCmDp/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Dgw5OYaT5-jAJIBLEFlXU9oINOveo57d/view
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fsites.google.com%2Fcesa1.k12.wi.us%2Fese%2Fhome/1/0100019d2f642f43-44015cec-bbd7-4342-a999-ca6a4c3bf679-000000/Uff8tJEOthk-BfSPMUIFoqIGYdOmcppA_boz0-Vk_0o=450
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fautismsocietywi.org%2F/1/0100019d2f642f43-44015cec-bbd7-4342-a999-ca6a4c3bf679-000000/7lohw9VHAj-eZpQafJve4w4yw4BO3pYHgjqcZp1hFZA=450
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fautism-united.org%2Fautism-acceptance-month%2F/1/0100019d2f642f43-44015cec-bbd7-4342-a999-ca6a4c3bf679-000000/CNAMwqXzi1Zpls8Rc9TkSbewbJi_xA6-B1VnUe6q1zQ=450
https://autism-united.org/change-champions/

¢ Helps students gain a better understanding of Autism.

¢ Provides materials and resources to participating schools to help raise awareness.

¢ Gives students agency to personally make a difference in their own communities, and support
the programming and events offered to families every year from Autism United of Wisconsin.

Autism Exchange Statewide Conference
Learn more HERE

Autism Resource Directory ™ by Autism United of Wisconsin

Autism United of Wisconsin Autism Resource Directory™ was developed to provide information
only and does not recommend, endorse, guarantee, or promote the services and interventions
included in this guide.

Navigate the DIRECTORY HERE

Wisconsin Board for People with Developmental
Disabilities

April Newsletter

Lots of good information from our friends at WI BPDD - webinars, listening sessions and a
conference!

April Newsletter - English

April Newsletter - Spanish

Share your comments about WI BPDD's new state plan!

Every five years, we make a new state plan to improve the lives of people with intellectual and
developmental disabilities through inclusion in all aspects of community life. Please let us know
what you think by May 15, 2026.

Check out our plain language and full versions of the plan:

Plain language English; Full version English

There are three ways you can share comments:

1. Join a listening session to hear about the plan and to share your thoughts.

April 29, 2026, 5:30-6:30pm: Registration (English), Registration (Spanish), Registration (Hmong),
May 5th, 2026, 12:00-1:00pm: Registration (English), Registration (Spanish), Registration (Hmong)
2. Fill out a short survey: English survey; Spanish survey; Hmong_survey

3. Mail or email written comments to us by May 15, 2026:
WI Board for People with Developmental Disabilities - State Plan, 101 E. Wilson Street, Madison, WI
53703; or email molly.cooney@wisconsin.gov

Accessibility info: If you need the plan in another language or format, please email
molly.cooney@wisconsin.gov or call 608-266-0266.



https://autism-united.org/statewide-conference/
https://autism-united.org/resources/
https://www3.thedatabank.com/dpg/579/pm.asp?ID=30732&Publication=Monthly+Newsletter%3A+Stay+Connected+to+BPDD
https://www3.thedatabank.com/dpg/579/pm.asp?ID=30732&Publication=Monthly+Newsletter%3A+Stay+Connected+to+BPDD
https://tdb.wi-bpdd.org/?ref=e8wAAI6JBuOzj-TC4zWQMWgjRTNgiRJBAQAAAD0-CGE3zfpLP0wnDG2aPmNeOfN1C1ycsNoU31kz7ztBjkK9QA16SgOPV1lwdN-hblNcym7AkbsJq4QZL_puIYYlZOj7tr0mG2_Cf_qYGUrxfh2iVOxi8yJOEtXDaeTpH7r4RdMRwwmhOrFhvh8eGlBVNLU9pQGPsUQh8DVvkxsEep6x8K8e7JbZLE1fynRTDoq3-iazyZw53Iik8L2EZWaMA1JbpU45XenbQ-xPXCITdcD1xDsmzydA8X_BW-rm4dkFSIPlL470XBSAkBisIjeeISdbx1-BIrssq_pWRPOL6V2NHGG1oCOTDnB_AD2OEA
https://tdb.wi-bpdd.org/?ref=e8wAAM6kBhxVjmGPxB2Xdkeoa8b-0zdwAQAAAD0-CGE3zfpLP0wnDG2aPmNeOfN1C1ycsNoU31kz7ztBjkK9QA16SgOPV1lwdN-hblNcym7AkbsJq4QZL_puIYYlZOj7tr0mG2_Cf_qYGUrxfh2iVOxi8yJOEtXDaeTpH7r4RdMRwwmhOrFhvh8eGlBVNLU9pQGPsUQh8DVvkxsEep6x8K8e7JbZLE1fynRTDvQlnmUy0WkY9cL_I3tU9y4Hzoshdxtkh5Gsb-nlqep5BmL2UjikzudJ4z-zJvUQy__A8Za7BLUJIwdEnqzgcB1HRMR9MTJ82eBA3M5eyxdW
https://tdb.wi-bpdd.org/?ref=e8wAAOPwbTgCJ-BJvHQv1Dlu-Ga20qqzAQAAAD0-CGE3zfpLP0wnDG2aPmNeOfN1C1ycsNoU31kz7ztBjkK9QA16SgOPV1lwdN-hblNcym7AkbsJq4QZL_puIYblnyOfhPjQpU4whZ7ecpB38DAwdakCQ2DWpFAYWH-_cc3JNMx07DkIOaCuN7uMmSgjWMne3mQNtzweVTj6jKul6-fbxEK7tzi_HCLsIGxcuv1IyjcKw0gJjYLRJG2hOGk
https://tdb.wi-bpdd.org/?ref=e8wAAMDiU4PUHmi36Xfn7NXK2AVB0O10AQAAAD0-CGE3zfpLP0wnDG2aPmNeOfN1C1ycsNoU31kz7ztBjkK9QA16SgOPV1lwdN-hblNcym7AkbsJq4QZL_puIYblnyOfhPjQpU4whZ7ecpB3JRoup8w79sPYcS0mhG8OvW_flrgxal0e4T0EM_QG7of-SiC_Nryod3VohDfmZLOCg8q8oznmfoVhXwiKQCZqKFLCyraFzoTUxR-SlCqAiC0
https://tdb.wi-bpdd.org/?ref=e8wAAOColIb2qRhseIS4R5JeGCpLt7a4AQAAAD0-CGE3zfpLP0wnDG2aPmNeOfN1C1ycsNoU31kz7ztBjkK9QA16SgOPV1lwdN-hblNcym7AkbsJq4QZL_puIYblnyOfhPjQpU4whZ7ecpB3JRoup8w79sPYcS0mhG8OvdOEmW7G86na1irH4MVJGMqTSYvJWmsuAotyvuEGWXgFyfpNHmQ7vh9xhfQHrMIIkwCL-EHYz6-J9nPgiTY12_I
https://tdb.wi-bpdd.org/?ref=e8wAANyiDww1M_VP0waVe3sUlqZI1VqMAQAAAD0-CGE3zfpLP0wnDG2aPmNeOfN1C1ycsNoU31kz7ztBjkK9QA16SgOPV1lwdN-hblNcym7AkbsJq4QZL_puIYblnyOfhPjQpU4whZ7ecpB38DAwdakCQ2DWpFAYWH-_cV7d-_CjwZ8wboaR7mK6Jajne6SBukRGePofrybFVgLyl14735LoXbnZ8YlKsuB0Hkan-WIZUt0rB1NoAiV8S8A
https://tdb.wi-bpdd.org/?ref=e8wAANparhlAAekJJSUAiee7pLayUm3CAQAAAD0-CGE3zfpLP0wnDG2aPmNeOfN1C1ycsNoU31kz7ztBjkK9QA16SgOPV1lwdN-hblNcym7AkbsJq4QZL_puIYblnyOfhPjQpU4whZ7ecpB3mpnKXMgUNwBQXFwifkIf6bkJM7zxGb8eQInAsVGz_JTNeTNr4AAikJUKjPqm1zxxSG_-tQyWa2dsUL-kxAFqSYxw6nJfdCKDi_Q9LeRX2qg
https://tdb.wi-bpdd.org/?ref=e8wAAMJ7zwVmwy1R4G_KWusTohBUmizhAQAAAD0-CGE3zfpLP0wnDG2aPmNeOfN1C1ycsNoU31kz7ztBjkK9QA16SgOPV1lwdN-hblNcym7AkbsJq4QZL_puIYblnyOfhPjQpU4whZ7ecpB3hcJj-LdG_gXwqyOJrRHkYZ2LDwepmbaH5LrImY0usdk_gyqlXxCGAUM_eqg_w2OVTG-imT9RLwAsJflnqCiOx06U5NDHVVu0i86jdG6yXjw
https://tdb.wi-bpdd.org/?ref=e8wAAKtWkLN0QwvYapQuNf1CipjnsdVNAQAAAD0-CGE3zfpLP0wnDG2aPmNeOfN1C1ycsNoU31kz7ztBjkK9QA16SgOPV1lwdN-hblNcym7AkbsJq4QZL_puIYYUcD-PKek-9Ue0f4ExLCPdLXT0yEyx2WeWUbIewdxt2TC7YDePN18t8-izJhzHQgCBs6VuCPc9ykvwGLyRUXetPQPLzI2yP_vvi1FXpxly8GW66zj9tKI09qHtDQbMrDuorDt0AZmVpZtAkJvd6Flq
https://tdb.wi-bpdd.org/?ref=e8wAAIi0sKYRPGEalvMWwB458-S2rDgsAQAAAD0-CGE3zfpLP0wnDG2aPmNeOfN1C1ycsNoU31kz7ztBjkK9QA16SgOPV1lwdN-hblNcym7AkbsJq4QZL_puIYYUcD-PKek-9Ue0f4ExLCPdLXT0yEyx2WeWUbIewdxt2TC7YDePN18t8-izJhzHQgC2t4E7Sd7SulrFIerg7jM-a8IArn7FoimzYQxwgwunMIxpEG6u8iRh-DC7ZFA3aph3u2RlyH_y17EXSZhfU3_h
https://tdb.wi-bpdd.org/?ref=e8wAAOYJv1patVvMvLRNqcSFPT6_v9LMAQAAAD0-CGE3zfpLP0wnDG2aPmNeOfN1C1ycsNoU31kz7ztBjkK9QA16SgOPV1lwdN-hblNcym7AkbsJq4QZL_puIYYUcD-PKek-9Ue0f4ExLCPdLXT0yEyx2WeWUbIewdxt2TC7YDePN18t8-izJhzHQgANlScrYI3vNCJIFXioBGv7gihskv1byAbsq1rYuFSYlCFo6UTsvtZCaJ-qKEVJ3pfv62he-EwliiXUmy0P37KB
mailto:molly.cooney@wisconsin.gov
mailto:molly.cooney@wisconsin.gov

Wisconsin Family Voices

April Events
REGISTER FOR EVENTS HERE

Saturday, April 4, 11:30am - 1:00pm

Nurture Network Coffee Gathering (In-Person) - The Hub in West Bend

We will be in a private downstairs area, which will keep the capacity to 20-25 moms, so you must
sign up before for this event.

Monday, April 6, 6:00pm - 7:30pm
What's After High School?

Wednesday, April 8, 11:30am - 12:30pm
Thinking About Supported Decision Making

Thursday, April 9, 11:30am - 12:30pm
Get Started: Navigating Systems of Support

Monday, April 13, 5:00pm - 6:00pm
Thinking About Supported Decision Making

Wednesday, April 15, 5:30pm - 6:30pm
What's After High School? - Life in the Community

Thursday, April 16, 12:00pm - 12:45pm
Lunchtime Transition Learning - Health Insurance Literacy for Young Adults

Saturday, April 18, 10:30am - 12:00pm
Nurture Network Coffee Gathering (In-Person) -Inclusion Coffee, Hartland

Wednesday, April 29, 12:00pm - 1:00pm
Introduction to the Children's Long-Term Support Program

Virtual Listening Session

Thursday, April 30 |5:00pm - 6:15pm
The Annual Family Voices Virtual Listening Sessionis for parents and family members of children
with disabilities or special health care needs, ages 0—21. Participants will be joined by
representatives from the agencies that provide the supports and services our children rely on every
day. We'll meet on Zoom to hear what's working, what could be improved, and any ideas you have
to better support.
REGISTER FOR LISTENING SESSION HERE



https://familyvoiceswi.org/events-calendar/
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/kU0RSEt2SP2y_fa7P9cD7A#/registration

Wisconsin Special Education Mediation System and
Dispute Resolution Options

An Important Resource for Families

Here at WSPEI, we're all about families and schools working together to help kids thrive, but
acknowledge that even the best teams might hit a snag where they just can't agree. Luckily we
have a fantastic dispute-resolution option here in Wisconsin to help in these instances. It is
designed to help navigate family-school partnerships and keep the focus on student success.

The Wisconsin Special Education Mediation System provides assistance to parents (or adult
students) and school districts in resolving special education disputes. This is a free and voluntary
service.

The Wisconsin Special Education Mediation System (WSEMS) is funded through a DPI
discretionary grant. WSEMS offers mediation and facilitated IEP meetings at no cost to either
party.

For additional dispute resolution options see the DPI Dispute Resolution Options webpage.

This is a valuable resource as well: Communication Options for Families resource.

Resource for Families: Talk Tools

From the friends at Exceptional Children's Assistance o
Center '

Questions to Use in Conversations & Meetings About Your Child

Talk Tools features helpful questions to use in conversations and

The following questions ate: falk teels” that ECAC Porent Educaters
often use with families rofessiongis. They provide effective ways
to + clon

reques
accemmodations.

meetings about your child—including behaviors, accommodations, S

icn is ol
way te help you mainfain your focus and coall

modifications, support strategies, classroom situations, teaching i s s
methods, or a child's response to these.

3

ing
3. Have a copy on hand for prone conversations and meetings.
You can

Check out this ECAC resource! LINK TO PRINTABLE PDF

Happenings around the State

Southwest Wisconsin Technical College
Celebrating "The Week of the Young Child" with Dr. Dipesh Navsaria



https://wsems.us/
https://wsems.us/
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fdpi.wi.gov%2Fsped%2Fdispute-resolution%2Fwsems/1/0100019d53ee4690-0a7e65f3-c140-468c-9367-a1f341ac1409-000000/wcnbIroy51gGOUqRClKmk2FovlVP7BIKXoyPox_Ksl0=451
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fdpi.wi.gov%2Fsped%2Fdispute-resolution/1/0100019d53ee4690-0a7e65f3-c140-468c-9367-a1f341ac1409-000000/uxgqGQiI7IdHjwmFGRpd_ew2OLCQFkvgnhyl0in8a2g=451
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fdpi.wi.gov%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2Fimce%2Fsped%2Fpdf%2Fpar-comm-options-families-eng.pdf/1/0100019d53ee4690-0a7e65f3-c140-468c-9367-a1f341ac1409-000000/bO9XuRmbtHKYk-hCo1kIS743RtbcQFLz1J92virLsWs=451
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1BSiSrK_Jp3ritnCy9oB1ALi10TCvYGqq/view

Southwest Tech Campus | Room 214 and Child Care Center

The event can be accessed in-person at SWTC or online through Zoom.
Tuesday, April 14

9:30 a.m. — 1:00 p.m.

Registration Required: Register HERE

i} Southwest Tech
g March 30at3:31PM - @

Register Now!

Join us for a special event on Thursday, April 16. As part of the Week of the Young
Child, this special evening event will focus on language and literacy and is
designed for early childhood professionals, students, families, and community
members.

The keynote presentation will be delivered by Dr. Dipesh Navsaria, pediatrician,
educator, and national advocate for early literacy. His presentation, Reach Out and
Read, will explore the important role early language exposure and shared reading
play in a child's development.

Following the keynote, in-person participants will have opportunities for discussion
and connection around practical literacy strategies and family engagement. Virtual
attendance for the presentation, is also available.

Registration is required: https:/[tinyurl.com/4t6fn7nk

oBs) ‘ Qe
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ALAS: SPECIAL EDUCATION TUTORING & HOMEWORK HELP: WHAT ARE THE
OPTIONS?

This workshop will help families learn about tutoring and homework help options for students who
receive special education services. We will talk about support available at school and in the
community, how to understand what your child needs, and how to find the right help.

When: April 24, 2026, 10:30 - 11:30 am

Where: Virtually on ZOOM

Link to flyer with more information and QR Code to register

Special Needs Resources Fair

Tuesday, April 21st, 2026 | 4:30-7:30
Burlington High School
400 McCanna Parkway



https://www.swtc.edu/calendar-events/week-of-the-young-child?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExS0dLZ1Z3UVMyRkRZSDFlcnNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR6IuYe2iKerX7hQsr-cTFc-8YzCcts9J6w8p44PlWQqVlE37IOH2sOQcdpzmA_aem_Y8MDkEQGOWeIqBB8pJmvwA
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1v9ZgjTcryOrTP9d3ynOOfvIv7SMr0qNB/view

Burlington, WI
Link to Flyer in English
Link to Flyer in Spanish

Connect with WSPEI

We are here to support and assist!~&

Are you looking for support information, or resources about Special Education and IEPs from
WSPEI?

eaInformation provided on this form will help us connect you to your local
WSPEI Family-School Partnership Coordinator:
Click this link for Support Request Form

W'Visit our Weekly Wednesday Drop-In Support Hour! Noon-1:00 every Wednesday
Click Here for Flyer with Zoom Meeting information

B8Bring a Workshop to Your Area! We'd love to partner with you!

Interested in hosting one of our workshops locally? Reach out and let's make it happen.
Email us at: wspei@cesal2.org

EDownloadable pdfs of past newsletters can be found HERE

7 The WSPEI Program

) www.wspei.org

CContact> CSubscribe) Oy

The Wisconsin Statewide Parent-£ducator Initiative (CFDA #84.027A) acknowledges the support of the Wisconsin
Department of Public Instruction in the development of all products or publications and for the continued support of
this federally funded contract program.



https://drive.google.com/file/d/1qQf72JPqmZglU3iVPgGq5YH2FCkv7Q9k/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1BuSegaP9lzVieq5rlx0v5yUYaAxHX2sw/view
http://www.wspei.org/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdsdj3s5Wqoxv1Wl3mikBaRHM7PkXmQol3fOJ100PxpTkQd2w/viewform
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1NrVM5itaPq2t6w2NbZwlVhRKE6iYjfNl/view
mailto:wspei@cesa12.org
https://wspei.org/news/
https://www.facebook.com/smorepages
https://www.twitter.com/smorenewsletter
https://www.instagram.com/smorenewsletter

