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#&Communicating information and resources for

( Wisconsin Families and Educators
/® 0 u
Spring Has Sprung::

And the warm sunshine sure feels good!

May is Mental Health Awareness Month, and in this issue, we're
highlighting important resources and eye-catching flyers for you to
( share with your networks. The WI FACETS newsletter is also
" centered around this important topic.
We're continuing our series on the Transition to Adulthood, with this
month's focus on Post-Secondary Education and Training. This
topic will carry into next month and likely continue in future
newsletters, as we explore more aspects of this crucial life event.

( As the school year winds down, there are still many opportunities (
to stay connected and engaged over the summer. You'll find a variety of upcoming events and
activities featured throughout this newsletter. ;

Thank you for taking the time to read our monthly edition. We always welcome your ideas for
special education topics or local events that we can share with families and educators across
Wisconsin. How you can contact us are at the bottom of the newsletter.

Wishing you joy and renewed energy during our beautiful Wisconsin spring!

~The WSPEI Project Team
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Networking Opportunities with The WSPEI
Project

One more month of gatherings before our break for summer!

All WSPEI learning events are FREE, will be held virtually on ZOOM and are open to families,
educators and community agency members.
Calendar of Events
Webpage to link directly to Registration Forms

MONTHLY NETWORKING & LEARNING MEETINGS
REGISTER FOR THESE EVENTS ANYTIME!

Family Support Community
A monthly learning opportunity designed for families and other caregivers supporting a child(ren)
with a disability. Two meeting options are available.
¢ The first Wednesday of the month from 7-8 pm: REGISTER FOR WEDNESDAY FSC HERE
¢ The first Thursday of every month from 12-1:00 pm: REGISTER FOR THURSDAY FSC HERE
e Our Community meetings provide valuable learning opportunities and mutual support.
¢ These meetings take place from September through May.
Link to:
FLYER and Registration
Flyer in Spanish

Family Engagement Community of Practice & Learning
A learning community for educators, administrators, statewide agencies, community partners, and
families focusing on family engagement specific topics. Come join us!
¢ Meetings are held the third Wednesday of every month September to May, 4:00-5:30 pm.
e Registration is required - register once and you are able to attend any monthly meeting!
Click Here to Register for CoPL
FLYER with Monthly Topic and Dates

Elyer in Spanish



https://wspei.org/events/
https://wspei.org/workshop-registration/
https://4b2d.edulnk.com/e/c07tq/FWnOnJ?__$u__&nk=Njc1MzQ3MDU5ZGYyNjVhMGE0YjUwNDJmLGFlbGZuZXJAY2VzYTEuazEyLndpLnVzOjo6bmF3cXFkdnk1dXQ1emE1NQ..
https://4b2d.edulnk.com/e/c07tq/WLj3ZX?__$u__&nk=Njc1MzQ3MDU5ZGYyNjVhMGE0YjUwNDJmLGFlbGZuZXJAY2VzYTEuazEyLndpLnVzOjo6bmF3cXFkdnk1dXQ1emE1NQ..
https://4b2d.edulnk.com/e/c07tq/MPCUfE?__$u__&nk=Njc1MzQ3MDU5ZGYyNjVhMGE0YjUwNDJmLGFlbGZuZXJAY2VzYTEuazEyLndpLnVzOjo6bmF3cXFkdnk1dXQ1emE1NQ..
https://4b2d.edulnk.com/e/c07tq/i90xhU?__$u__&nk=Njc1MzQ3MDU5ZGYyNjVhMGE0YjUwNDJmLGFlbGZuZXJAY2VzYTEuazEyLndpLnVzOjo6bmF3cXFkdnk1dXQ1emE1NQ..
https://4b2d.edulnk.com/e/c07tq/xYIbLU?__$u__&nk=Njc1MzQ3MDU5ZGYyNjVhMGE0YjUwNDJmLGFlbGZuZXJAY2VzYTEuazEyLndpLnVzOjo6bmF3cXFkdnk1dXQ1emE1NQ..
https://wspei.org/documents/2024-2025-fe-copl-sessions-flyer-01.03.25.pdf
https://4b2d.edulnk.com/e/c07tq/VTQJPm?__$u__&nk=Njc1MzQ3MDU5ZGYyNjVhMGE0YjUwNDJmLGFlbGZuZXJAY2VzYTEuazEyLndpLnVzOjo6bmF3cXFkdnk1dXQ1emE1NQ..
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Indicator 8 Family Engagement Survey

The Survey is open until June 30, 2025

Thank you to all the families who have responded and completed the survey providing valuable
feedback to your school district!

Families who have not had a chance to do so yet, please complete it if you have received a letter!
If your school is in the survey cycle(find out in link below) and you have questions, you can contact
staff you know at your child's school or:

Cheri Sylla, WSPEI Statewide Coaching & Indicator 8 Coordinator
262.787.9500, ext. 9565

Each year, the WI Department of Public Instruction (DPI) requires 20% of Wisconsin school
districts to take part in the Federal Indicator 8 Family Engagement Survey data collection as part of
the district's self-assessment. The survey is offered to all parents of children ages 3-17 who are
receiving special education services and support through an Individualized Education Program
(IEP). Indicator 8 identifies the percentage of parents with a child receiving special education
services who report that schools facilitated parent involvement as a means of improving services
and results for children with disabilities. The survey is confidential. DPI will use the survey results
to improve services to children and youth with IEPs and their families.

To find out if your school district is taking part in the survey, click here:
2024-2025 LEAs/School Districts in Indicator 8 Survey.

Interested in learning more about the Indicator 8 Survey?
Go to DPI's Indicator 8 Family Engagement Survey webpage here.

Summary and Highlights from the 2023-2024 Indicator 8 Survey

Wisconsin Indicator 8 Family Engagement Survey - Supporting Students with IEPs
Open-Ended Comments & Closed-Ended Summary Report 2023-24



https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1Sb14g8gYs8owapmiI5V-AmBCc1TI0rKTO7C2pNBeJs0/edit?usp=sharing
https://dpi.wi.gov/sped/about/state-performance-plan/indicators/8-parent-involvement
https://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/sped/pdf/Family_Engagement_Survey_Report_2023-24.pdf

Wisconsin Indicator 8: Family Engagement
Open-Ended Comments Summary
2023-24

The Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction (DPI) conducts an annual Family Engagement Survey to assess
parent invelvement in special education services.

4,352 o0 1,037 (24%)

Number of families who Number of families who

participated in the survey provided open-ended feedback

52% of families
indicated a negative
comment.

58% of families
indicated a positive
comment.

AREAS OF CONCERN STRENGTHS
26% of families indicated that Staff-Parent 42% of families indicated that Staff-Parent
Relationship was an area of concern. Relationship was a strength.
21% of families indicated that IEP-related 20% of families indicated that
process/progress/implementation was an |IEP-Related process/progress was a strength.

area of concern.

THEMES

PERCENT OF FAMILIES WHO MENTIONED A THEME

NEGATIVE POSITIVE
J 2% sraff-parent Relationship 2%
1EP-Ralated 21%
staff o IEP-Related 20%
Opportunity/ Resources 14% schaol -
Other 3%
covip-19 |7 1% Oppartunicy/ Resources %
[ 10 20 30 ° 10 20 30 ] 50
THEMATIC DETAILS s
NEGATIVE POSITIVE
+ Inconsistent communication between schoel and

Strong collaboration between staff and parents
Effective communication channels

Supportive and caring staff attitudes

Prompt response to parent concerns

Effective implementation of IEP goals

parents

Delayed responses to parent inquiries

Limited parent involvement in decision-making
Gaps in regular progress updates

Compliance issues with IEP requirements Notable student progress

Delays in service implementation Well-structured support systems

Lack of student progress Appropri dati and modifi
Limited understanding of IEP content by staff

PR T S
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Families of children in preschool are more likely to make a positive comment and less likely to make a
negative comment than families of school-age children.

PERCENT OF FAMILIES WHO MADE A TYPE OF COMMENT

Negative 52% Positive 53%
Comments 38% Comments 65%
(1] 25 50 75

100 0 25 50 75 100
" School-Age (N=875) W Preschool-Age (N=162)

w - RACE JETHNICITY s

Positive sentiment is similar across families of children of different race/ethnicities. Families of Hispanic
children are less likely to make a negative comment than families of children of other race/ethnicities.

PERCENT OF FAMILIES WHO MADE A TYPE OF COMMENT

55% 53%
Negative 41% Positive 55%
Comments 52% Comments 55%

25 50 75 0 25 50 75

W African American (N=58) B Hispanic (N=121) [ White (N=800)

Families of children with Speech/Language Impairment are more likely to make a positive comment
and less likely to make a negative comment than families of children with other disabiliites.

PERCENT OF FAMILIES WHO MADE A TYPE OF COMMENT

Negative 552& Positive 4‘35: =

Comments 52% Comments 59%
37% 64%

0 25 50 75 o 25 50 75

" Autism (N=183) [ Emotional Behaviorial Disability (N=56) B Other Health Impairment (N=259)
I specific Learning Disability (N=188) W Speech or Language Impairment (N=200)

SUMMARY mos

Interestingly, the two themes of staff -parent relationship and IEP-related process/progress/
implementation represent both the top two strengths and the top two areas of concern.

POTENTIAL NEXT STEPS

@, Conduct a root cause analysis as to why @ |dentify districts or schools with
perceptions vary among families to (2% positive feedback on these two
determine specific factors contributing to l themes and share and scale best
positive and negative experiences. practices.

= DATA DRIVEN
—-— +t8E8

ENTERPR

WIFACETS

WI FACETS is Wisconsin's Parent Training and Information Center (PTI) funded through the US
Department of Education, Office of Special Education Programs. WI FACETS has a large variety of
resources, upcoming trainings, and webinar recordings to help families navigate special education.

Check out the WI FACETS Training_Calendar, WI FACETS Webinar Recordings as well as WI FACETS
resources webpages.

This month's Family Engagement Newsletter has a focus on Mental Health and Youth Suicide
Prevention.
May Newsletter Spanish

May Newsletter English
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Mental Health Matters from Understood

Understood for Families Newsletter



https://secure-web.cisco.com/1FyNQKlrNs-u86ip25qwwaVx-qikgLZO2aVOvGDgv81FKkcxzbJzgSgKgQn1jbZVBc0Zc6bRtWdEnVlLRrhD4HK6Giw_mxhbFDLqi2qPVewwTOUoM2Zo187rQzuzbkZxSxxbA8VsN58luxfCmibqE-9nVWiQ5dqkpJ3_-RA7ByJLvTZXu-EKJies7fIcKquy9gAsNEdZgEfcd5Xdzj722shFwpeE1iX3Wbq8R66C6vpBut6JCmYjirkUAPINcfOWk3TARxuUwgsAVfQqkUwLxwwCdGFppKk_7e0LA6RsCox5W9oo6gYQvQQPuZm2azmj7DrGdy88hmp8ygiiDQw07w-ls1ne1E8MYqw2xqFbI6Fs/https%3A%2F%2Fwifacets.org%2Ftraining%2Fcalendar%2F
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1WpV1Ov3sHBVSlpWvY3yH8Pekmkuw_yAGzbA6xVChvrT_9w4nNy1IGgS0DxAiAQUrmno7x2DGH5UEt5vAJlyAvklbSZhiN1rWMm2zYyRqH6tOOM4deWW6qNXNiNfK0cs3c5gzSGmHnwryVlyV_nYCcig3YHse5D16YEO35KRjdB_dSOWKoFJF97RRjczk9d-46dNxtXZ3TdZiopJp1Bft29kuQJVu2THRibCAwqTb9J67PmLktRwfDjEjdGvB9OHW1JRpkIJcjfffenDhlN9fb1ogAEyvOyt3y3exDuN8sClXaYnub01cnFTdMQrcDp9wgNsDJIKj3n3th9Ne8x_c4MthEIUuPvSj6ZHDY4PkNaY/https%3A%2F%2Fwifacets.org%2Ftraining%2Ftraining-archives%2F
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1k9UIxOpjqPzb59i2RA_g5e8ous-_b0mue4Z7PflnPD-wtAHkUh971c1YwmxOULnHvVdMAS1fGBFndix0_oLTwjhkgZRFgsn50JLFXK-4jL_pt-utLzSHyNuQLAPV2npsQtg0510Uo9ggQXxwoy9R27yodhPOObaIgDMH9oOUKlxIfcF1KdUJ_qzup4U2Jag10xAW9OvT9425oFEVIfQYVqaI744iLyVbOEMwUMvzcEK73m9k2PSoh_ANJ89nZsXlgTH8vkZYC3207dy70JWUfObUGO4aVKLBwhkNlZdBOt-7GOI_8cYlVq1SUeQZ8r8kEsVI0Y-5TTksTnXKPzzUE6WPYmAkfUi9K9q9T8mOLz8/https%3A%2F%2Fwifacets.org%2Fresources%2Fonline-resources%2F
https://servingongroups.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/Boletin-Participacion-Familiar-Mayo-2025.pdf
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ui=2&ik=e2fee41d87&view=lg&permmsgid=msg-f:1830748059323349796
https://links.understood.org/s/vb/fMUjZKABuJUDVhWapJnWtMgViq6ot1thzsTQ5r5Mb9KH1NJcvpsdX7c-WKgiCMw8jcdH-lfNgs3shL-KP5XWZA4iWZvVuz9gbIJm425HLQgNDTHAYyNpGSbPqWLdxEvBNcos1b2j-8jAnVC7bJ7-nOkzM4OBvxmgMaryaA/3J_MJpRmD_izP1Mb2zHjZ0FJP--vUwkY/8

® 0 0000000000 000000000000 00 000000000000 0000000000000 000000000000 000

Wisconsin's Office of Children's Mental Health

Children's Mental Health Week 2025, May 4 - May 11

Our focus this Children's Mental Health Week is simple, but so important — Listen to youth.
Everywhere, from intentionally inviting their opinions on things that affect them to one-on-one
opportunities for conversation and connection, seeking youth voice matters.

Below are a number of fantastic flyers and infographics for you to use and distribute to your
networks:

New Flyers - Wisconsin Students Spoke, We Listened

Top Stressors - Academic pressure and achievement culture topped the list, but there are many
other issues stressing our teens. See the new flyer here.

Mental Wellness - Youth tell us what they need for a strong foundation in mental wellness. See the
new flyer here.

Increasing Youth Belonging - Youth share what makes them feel connected to their school. See
the new flyer here.

Starting Early - Youth agree that addressing mental wellness should start earlier than high school.
They share ideas on how. See the new flyer here.

Youth Voice fosters mental well-being because it activates social skills, a sense of belonging and
connection, and decision-making skills.

See our Data Bite on Youth Voice here. Share it among your networks.

See Key Facts in Youth Mental Health, a snapshot of the key children's mental health data
indicators.

Youth share their tips on mental health coping strategies, from youth to youth. See those here.
Fact Sheet on Understanding Boys Mental Health. See that here.

THVOICE
o . Dl

Top ®
Stressors

=

Youth Coping Strategies  Youth Voice is Important Teen Stressors

Wisconsin Conferences

Join others from around the state!

2025 Wisconsin Employment First Conference
May 19-20 Kalahari Resorts and Conference Center



https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fchildren.wi.gov%2FDocuments%2FYouth%2520Leadership%2FFlyer%2520-%2520Teen%2520Stressors.pdf/1/010101968bb23d69-40955edc-2c6d-42ea-b48a-14202e918b82-000000/QTlUSPFUBgFyXmxMFkdskUu26d3BKaWfzCw5iw3j3LA=403
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fchildren.wi.gov%2FDocuments%2FYouth%2520Leadership%2FFlyer%2520-%2520Mental%2520Wellness.pdf/1/010101968bb23d69-40955edc-2c6d-42ea-b48a-14202e918b82-000000/I9nKGQ-gHXVRRWZmzOnRD7ymXGOtMfmrY1SiYp4lIRw=403
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fchildren.wi.gov%2FDocuments%2FYouth%2520Leadership%2FFlyer%2520-%2520Youth%2520Belonging.pdf/1/010101968bb23d69-40955edc-2c6d-42ea-b48a-14202e918b82-000000/NZWOAWjxvzRPD5PvEj9MNkiCiHgMKMAiTMoZg6u8-yI=403
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fchildren.wi.gov%2FDocuments%2FYouth%2520Leadership%2FFlyer%2520-%2520Start%2520Early.pdf/1/010101968bb23d69-40955edc-2c6d-42ea-b48a-14202e918b82-000000/AYSkTgi8KoRPBwFNEUY_kRHX87dbnp12jBbfIUpP4yo=403
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fchildren.wi.gov%2FDocuments%2FResearchData%2FOCMH%2520Data%2520Bite_May%25202025_Youth%2520Voice.pdf/1/010101968bb23d69-40955edc-2c6d-42ea-b48a-14202e918b82-000000/HSTtoMJSn1k09Jw06ppgsHZ0ihcgpot37OIQfFMZF6I=403
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fchildren.wi.gov%2FDocuments%2FResearchData%2FOCMH%2520Key%2520Facts%2520in%2520Youth%2520Mental%2520Health.pdf/1/010101968bb23d69-40955edc-2c6d-42ea-b48a-14202e918b82-000000/sSVWaPJIpAbA0qClw_-LhbBbAgqNL5lsAbfEkV551LU=403
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fchildren.wi.gov%2FDocuments%2FCMHAD%2FCoping%2520Strategies%2520Quotes%2520-%2520Speech%2520Bubbles.pdf/1/010101968bb23d69-40955edc-2c6d-42ea-b48a-14202e918b82-000000/65tyYGabJA_D015AZMVipvNeYyYMnO44yrODmb_WVpg=403
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fchildren.wi.gov%2FDocuments%2FResearchData%2FOCMH%2520Fact%2520Sheet_04-25_Boys%2520Mental%2520Health.pdf/1/010101968bb23d69-40955edc-2c6d-42ea-b48a-14202e918b82-000000/SrvN7n6WBxq7LAPBkOfStbVB1mpEuFNpl76d1uD49x8=403
http://www.wiapse.org/

Annual Wisconsin “Staycation” and Autism Summit

We're thrilled to invite you to the Autism eXchange Annual Conference and Staycation, a gathering
dedicated to advancing understanding, support and innovation in Autism research and services in
your community! The conference brings together a diverse group of experts, advocates, caregivers,
and individuals on the Autism Spectrum to share insights and strategies that make a difference.
Dates: July 11-12, 2025

Location: Wilderness Resort, Wisconsin Dells, WI

Learn more on the Conference Website

Register to Attend

2025 Endless Possibilities Conference

Bridging Success: Empowering Every Learner!

Date: Tuesday, August 5, 2025

In person — Location: Waukesha County Technical College, Pewaukee Campus

Registration is open!

We also have limited space for Exhibit Tables: Exhibit Registration

This year we welcome Mike Hipple as our keynote speaker to share his first-hand experience and
talk about technology and accommodations for students. We will also hear from young adults with
lived experience in special education, delve into dynamic discussions around how to support
engaged readers, learn what others are doing to support positive outcomes for students with
disabilities to achieve their goals, and much more.

Self-Determination by Design: Your Life, Your Way
Dates: October 20 - 22, 2025

Location: Kalahari Resort, Wisconsin Dells, WI

For more information, visit: www.sdc.wi-bpdd.org
Registration Opens: July 1, 2025

Save the Date and mark your calendars now!

2025 Children Come First Conference

Dates: November 3rd-4th, 2025

Location: Kalahari Resort « Wisconsin Dells, WI

As one of the largest and longest-running family-driven events in the state, this conference is
dedicated to addressing the pressing needs of children and families living with mental and
behavioral health issues.

Transition Planning for Students with Disabilities

Information and Resources about Post-Secondary Education and Training

Last month we began exploring the topic of Transition Planning for Youth age 14 - 21. If you did not
have a chance to read the APRIL NEWSLETTER, here it is for your reference.

This month we are dipping our toes into the topic of Post-Secondary Education and Training. While
this isn't an exhaustive list of resources, it offers a helpful starting point for those on the journey.



https://autism-united.org/statewide-conference/
https://whova.com/portal/registration/@ZXZI@Cih6HSL4QSWo@V/
https://ielw5tcab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ikxZvtXZwx4rpHEmcf7cxvRtcQUGA451v21szbJU5LjRMYBT3TLa4Go9MAi4xBVmnD_-IfbeeLDnv5Lk78jplH15nkiEb89bKlTbpZCxNbqyBN1KJc22Jzj7cIsfzOma_3_B5l4_cw4HU6K9jkMfbQaG6vyn68uSOOVeJIh9D_SYXZ248P5Bu7BFTbtyqcKC5PkGMFSF_EF41-Vl77P5JA==&c=2HEWpFuAh0oK-hgYz-nHW1-xtLgPkKkud6Dcl4od5YwBYIPwwaQTNA==&ch=xvx6Qc1VnYQBl3-9p8O2PX6yNSF4PNIoIZKY9RR6YEfujHqVEnU30A==
https://ielw5tcab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ikxZvtXZwx4rpHEmcf7cxvRtcQUGA451v21szbJU5LjRMYBT3TLa4HM0T84_VJci87Ljb6wBPYj1HKMPKaazIUUs0QEwQ-KHoAun-dxWjtyzBFskxKE0AACLF3y8WEt7_I5bzmm5W8GiT3mo4SFGxG3-h4DJoO_ujECZ7j84G0n95pm1TVFHsJf77ARFjyGHrnTjnt6EwEM=&c=2HEWpFuAh0oK-hgYz-nHW1-xtLgPkKkud6Dcl4od5YwBYIPwwaQTNA==&ch=xvx6Qc1VnYQBl3-9p8O2PX6yNSF4PNIoIZKY9RR6YEfujHqVEnU30A==
https://ielw5tcab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ikxZvtXZwx4rpHEmcf7cxvRtcQUGA451v21szbJU5LjRMYBT3TLa4FpMgO2tuHOcIm3IjhVsWNOdzYPzpoLKhNvZ8NldDzOYM77xtnq9IV_DvV5utYbq7fELGTXzFRyReRAi_mAtjubkcsH1TrEFUJdbrqQBHIUyYtCfNywXxOVNmily1A26aAVhqS0p5rX4b_psZEMpniB36hJB0S_3ryF_bQevCtZvLYE-sTOc2ypVqwPh_8LijsirTB7KQZM3W-K6yLqOEXNXqc9lDT6V4hkrnO9Y1fEWqGt-5FTwZN0p_m4uEYl7pT-j8Jyxg7QJdlGh4CML_mcJIL1bblTymg==&c=2HEWpFuAh0oK-hgYz-nHW1-xtLgPkKkud6Dcl4od5YwBYIPwwaQTNA==&ch=xvx6Qc1VnYQBl3-9p8O2PX6yNSF4PNIoIZKY9RR6YEfujHqVEnU30A==
https://ielw5tcab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ikxZvtXZwx4rpHEmcf7cxvRtcQUGA451v21szbJU5LjRMYBT3TLa4FpMgO2tuHOc20GaEvCOfZ6OnbYB_IHk8QBI1o4bFStvuxbOacXe_6YY3pZQgf2UJngmWqsawh-SC0Zl9qVfVikUq-6iRLBSNHiiLxgIP-kjcv4B4fuh1fwh3vHIkThm2fuXgyHuG0F29lsKLaMvKI5xPxsmC2yEXl7DyTe2D1bNngRR_dFJeiwblv3CKKwaMeVrnai2ivcOpVGdHVCsAOPa8j45z974AwZ42BknxetW36e9aoeq4IcNleIyDKZLKFmIR3JhWofAzoMMUwn9mjcEtVXrCYS8nA==&c=2HEWpFuAh0oK-hgYz-nHW1-xtLgPkKkud6Dcl4od5YwBYIPwwaQTNA==&ch=xvx6Qc1VnYQBl3-9p8O2PX6yNSF4PNIoIZKY9RR6YEfujHqVEnU30A==
https://out02.thedatabank.com/?r=MTAwMg0KSjUzNzg2MS1DNTc5LU03MTM4MC0tamVyZW15Zw0KMzYxNTU1Nzk3MzY2NTQwMjgwNjU3MTM4MDExMg0KMTk5MDAwMDE1OTkyMw0KaHR0cDovL3d3dy5zZGMud2ktYnBkZC5vcmcNCnd3d3NkY3dpYnBkZG9yZw0KYWVsZm5lckBjZXNhMS5rMTIud2kudXM%3d
https://www.wifamilyties.org/children-come-first-conference/
https://wspei.org/documents/smore_newsletter-10-.pdf

If you are interested in have an in-depth conversation, contact your local WSPEI Family-School
Partnership Coordinator: WSPEI Contact Page

Thank you Tim Markle at the Waisman Center and who wears many Transition hats for this quote:
"Transitioning to adulthood has so many pieces and parts. Be patient. Give yourself grace. Try to
stay a step ahead.”

Transition Services

Transition services are services or activities in the PTP that assist the student in meeting their
postsecondary goals. Transition services are defined as educational activities and supports
designed to assist students with disabilities to achieve IEP goals and leave school prepared to
reach their measurable postsecondary goals.

Transition Services/Pre-ETS

Start College Now

“Start College Now” will allow high school students school pupils that have completed 10th grade
to have the opportunity to take college courses at Wisconsin Technical Colleges.

For more information visit the:

Start College Now Website

Work Based Learning

Different from a regular after-school job, work-based learning programs are K12 school supervised
experiences that allow for a student to observe, train, and/or work with an employer to discover
how knowledge learned in school is put into action, while gaining applicable worksite skills.
Wisconsin Work Based Learning Programs

Dual Enrollment

Dual Enrollment Options in Wisconsin Dual enrollment is a program wherein high school students
can take college-level courses while still in high school. The student then earns credit towards
their high school diploma while simultaneously earning college credits. There are many different
options within this program. This resource will outline the different options and provide guidance
on who to contact and resources to gather additional information.

Dual Enrollment Options

Think College

As the parent or family member of a young adult with intellectual disability (ID), you may have
heard a bit about Think College or seen videos or articles describing how students with Down
syndrome and other intellectual disabilities are attending colleges and universities all over the
United States.

Family Resources

Think College Resource Pack

College Search by State

List of Wisconsin Programs and Colleges for Students with an Intellectual Disability,

Supports In College

College is different from high school in a variety of ways. When you were in high school, a set of
policies and procedures were followed to determine your eligibility for services. Postsecondary
institutions have policies and procedures that are substantially different.



https://wspei.org/contact/
https://witig.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/Transition-Services-Outlined-in-PTP.pdf
https://mywtcs.wtcsystem.edu/educational-services/career-prep-dual-enrollment/start-college-now/
https://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/cte/Work-based/2019_03_WBL_Brochure.pdf
https://witig.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/dual-enrollment-options-in-wi_1563894178.pdf
https://thinkcollege.net/family-resources
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https://7aqxrwwab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0015wzch8R81KWQ4AR96et4xBM_8eW_Ur6Jjk05A0X74CKd3Rm7D77IUptGLQcY4VtYb01wwHiOFe2Lew3w_eemH2K-ioLzfHyFtpJmWOvx3A6n9SWTDrmvX4LVzOSzDUtU377VzRrBWCuofOiD8zKQO-DdVlTzM6_9RX2RKrEAAxYCtO_REguxQt6ICwctCpxZXi2t7se0K9N3ID_LWQ0L5DdJXpXhIDoWNzAduz1dM_o4U5lNTK7uNw==&c=eN2wny8KlTFkM01U9nQYCgbk7OeHCV5gX_9dHEsVU1TCY5jLQUX01g==&ch=QXi1vDa6AiT4iGv1KO2lroEkgGtQTXc3AakwzqfKzgEvp93VQZ6DFw==__;!!Mak6IKo!LO0sJB7jdH8IicbvbOKEQtKmxsu3iPqh5BkOz2xKJ4cqQbnKaBRdd-HbQgbqFFNrQRBbQo_lTSaRULgSxUBBLNlp7IdBtP_K$
https://thinkcollege.net/college-search
https://thinkcollege.net/college-search?f[0]=tc_state_province%3AWisconsin

If you are planning to attend a college and you have a disability, you may be eligible for special
services. These services are referred to as disability-related accommodations.
What Supports Can | Expect in College?

Opening Doors

This handbook is designed as a guide to help students and their families take another step in
preparing for “life after high school.” While high school is an exciting time, what you do after high
school can be just as exciting if you have done some careful and thoughtful planning:

Opening Doors Handbook to Post-Secondary Education and Training

Other Websites to Explore

Wisconsin Youth Health Transition Initiative: https:/healthtransitionwi.org/
Think Ability Wisconsin: https:/www.thinkabilitywi.org/s/

Got Transition: https:/www.gottransition.org/

Center for Transition to Adult Health Care for Youth with Disabilities:
https:/movingtoadulthealthcare.org/toolkits/

Transition Resource Fairs and Learning Opportunities

Wauwatosa School District Resource Fair

Wednesday, May 7, 2025

Time: 6:00-8:00PM

Wauwatosa West High School

11400 West Center Street

Wauwatosa, WI 53222

Information Flyer: Wauwatosa School District Resource Fair

Wisconsin School for the Blind and Visually Impaired Resource Fair

The Wisconsin School for the Blind and Visually Impaired (WSBVI) College and Career Resource
Fair is an annual event that connects students with valuable resources and opportunities. This
year, we're planning an even bigger and better event with more vendors and enhanced opportunities
for connection. High school students with blindness/low vision and their families can expect to
learn about resources to help in preparation for college, the workforce, and community living. The
resource fair will be on Friday, May 16, 2025, from 9-11 a.m., at WSBVI, 1700 West State Street,
Janesville, WI 53546. Register here for WSBVI Resource Fair.

Virtual Learning Opportunities:
WIFACETS: Navigating_Transition — Together (Virtual)
e May 28, 12:00pm; During this transition training, participants identify what a self-determined
life can look like, and describe how support can be given and accepted without losing
autonomy.

Health Care Transition for I/DD ECHO (virtual) 11:30am-1:00pm
¢ 5/13 Mental Health Barriers and Options during the Transition to Adult Services;
e 6/10 Health Care Transitions for those with Medical Complexity Funded by the Center for
Transition to Adult Health Care for Youth with Disabilities.



https://drive.google.com/file/d/1P3jaCggOSPR_GydxOeDMLZotDj6FCOsj/view
https://witig.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/postsecondary-education-english-fillable_1409758548.pdf
https://healthtransitionwi.org/
https://www.thinkabilitywi.org/s/
https://www.thinkabilitywi.org/s/
https://www.gottransition.org/
https://movingtoadulthealthcare.org/toolkits/
https://movingtoadulthealthcare.org/toolkits/
https://movingtoadulthealthcare.org/toolkits/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/16X1qUce34Yew419eSbmrGsfiEF4NmhsOVzCaJRt-ovc/edit?tab=t.0
https://b01af07951ad4f58aecdada377d5f029.svc.dynamics.com/t/t/1srj6xcWIOVGY93iN5qpuvhhfgU12vNb4Kv4wGm4Cawx/FxgheBDOpTZaaLTiQnXx2CLKhtlRGQfrbV4Nlg8SKGYx
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_hj4300_MQZ2XmIb9_ThDFQ#/registration
https://www.waisman.wisc.edu/echo/health-care-transition/
https://movingtoadulthealthcare.org/
https://movingtoadulthealthcare.org/

e Learn more about this Transition ECHO and access recordings from past Transition ECHOs.

Introduction to customized employment for young_ adults (Virtual)

e May 14, 1:00-2:30pm; "Join us to hear ... about flexible employment options for young adults
with disabilities."

Transition Table Talk

Brought to you by a group of Impassioned Parents and the Youth Health Transition
Initiative
Transition Table Talk is casual, low-pressure online Zoom Chat where parents and caregivers can

connect, share what's working, exchange ideas, ask questions, and support each other through the
ups and downs of raising kids. No experts, no lectures-just families helping families.

¢ We meet on the 4th Wednesday of the month from 12-1:00 p.m.
e 5/28 - How do we help our kids find their voice?;

e 6/25- Let's talk transition! What's on your mind?

e Registration

e Transition Table Talk Flyer

Events and Camps around the State of Wisconsin

Save the Date: 2025 Sensory Days at Noah's Ark Waterpark
Sensory Days are back at Noah's Ark Waterpark in Wisconsin Dells!
¢ Monday, June 9th
¢ Monday, July 14th
¢ Monday, August 18th
This year, the park is adding heated water in select areas and an incredible new Calming Room to
enhance the experience.
More details coming soon!
Presented in partnership with the Autism Society of Greater Wisconsin and Autism Society of
South Central Wisconsin. Events Calendar

SIBSHOP: Movie Morning! (In-Person) May 17, 9:00am-12:00pm; We will have lots of fun snacking
on popcorn while we watch "Inside Out" at the Oregon Youth Center, 110 N Oak St, Oregon WI. Then
take some time discussing different emotions that come with being a Sib." Sibshops are for kids
aged 6-12 who have a sibling with disability, there is a registration fee of §15

The WisconSibs Teen Sib Leadership Retreat
A unique opportunity for teens aged 13-17 who have siblings with disabilities. This retreat allows
participants to connect with peers who share similar experiences, discussing the challenges and



https://www.waisman.wisc.edu/echo/health-care-transition/
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_3lmXV7l4SmOcpwHWFvA-FA#/registration
https://uwmadison.zoom.us/meeting/register/2d3bAhCfT6ubOvQhgG_doA#/registration
https://crcsouth.waisman.wisc.edu/wp-content/uploads/sites/140/2025/03/TransitionTableTalk.pdf
https://www.autismgreaterwi.org/events-cal/
https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/ev/reg/hrsywyx/lp/0b4d666b-3dc8-44bc-b6c0-f46dadf53ef7?source_id=bd24a8d4-6ea3-424e-9014-1a0cee4e8171&source_type=em&c=cDey0vFEGr5R9USL_HvX45wn2eUMKrlW9ANu_dm2A_96O_SE7WiUmg==

rewards of being a teen sibling. Attendees will also learn to develop and enhance their leadership
skills, drawing from their sibling experiences.

Registration is open until May 30th. We are running a fundraiser option, selling Mrs. Fields cookie
dough to cover your registration. This fundraiser is available now through May 10th.

Follow the link below to register today!

Link to Registration

3:00 pm, Sunday, June 29 through 12:00pm, Tuesday, July 1

LOCATION:

JCC Rainbow Day Camp

W3985 Trails End Rd

Fredonia, WI 53021

Sankofa Midwest offers peer support that is designed by and led by Black parents for parent of
Black children with special healthcare needs.

They hold monthly meetings every third Wednesday of the month 5:30pm CST via Zoom.
Upcoming meetings are 5/21and 6/18.

Zoom Link: https://bit.ly/SankofaMeeting

The Sky'’s the Limit STEM Camp
The goals of The Sky's The Limit STEM Camp are to broaden science opportunities for autistic
youth through a camp that supports curiosity in a safe, supportive, and accessible learning
environment; provide nature-based and interactive learning opportunities aimed at building interest
and appreciation for STEM (science, technology, engineering, and mathematics); and to embrace
neurodiversity and the associated unique thinking and learning of autistic youth through flexible
teaching strategies.
The camp is open to all autistic youth within grades 5-12. That includes youth with a medical
diagnosis, self-diagnosis, or suspected diagnosis

¢ Link to Camp Calendar

o Visit the Camp Website for Registration Information

From Independence First - June 2025 Events
e 2025 Youth Leadership Summit Flyer
e Women's Financial Education Series Flyer

Wisconsin Board for People with Developmental Disabilities:
May Newsletter

Wisconsin Family Voices
May Newsletter



https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=pvhvFwujxkC38_3ynLphj8I2SrFV9jJJoKLoyqC7bBFUM0FFMldDVUhXUFNKSDJEQ044S1UzRFRSVi4u&route=shorturl
https://bit.ly/SankofaMeeting
https://ccr.nelson.wisc.edu/the-skys-the-limit-stem-camp/2025-schedule/
https://ccr.nelson.wisc.edu/the-skys-the-limit-stem-camp/
https://wspei.org/documents/independence-first-yls-2025-flyer.pdf
https://wspei.org/documents/financial-education-series-flyer-june-2025.pdf
https://www3.thedatabank.com/dpg/579/pm.asp?id=28578&aacwc=3615557973665402857872394127&nav=1%20target=
https://mailchi.mp/fvofwi/may-2025-events?e=585ee8c4f7

TeachersLight the Wayto Brighter Futures

Teacher Appreciation Week: May 5-9, 2025

Teachers illuminate paths of knowledge, guiding students toward limitless possibilities. From
morning greetings and classroom discussions to after-school support and thoughtful feedback,
teachers shine their light on every aspect of student growth and development. Each day, they spark
curiosity, kindle creativity and brighten the future for every student in their care.

Join us in celebrating these remarkable educators during Teacher Appreciation Week, May 5-9,
2025.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________|
The WSPEI PROJECT

Visit our Website for information about what we do!

Are you looking for support, resources or information about Special Education and
IEPs?

Use the link to our Support Request form below to request help!
Information provided on this form allows us to quickly connect you to your local

WSPEI Family-School Partnership Coordinator:
Click this link for Support Request Form



http://www.wspei.org/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdsdj3s5Wqoxv1Wl3mikBaRHM7PkXmQol3fOJ100PxpTkQd2w/viewform

Share with others! Do you have a topic you want to
know more about? We would love to hear from you!

Email feedback and ideas of resources and information you would
like to see from WSPEI
Email: wspei@cesal2.org
Website: https:/wspei.org/
Facebook:
https:/www.facebook.com/WisconsinStatewideParentEducatorini
tiative
The Wisconsin Statewide ParentEducator Initiative (CFDA #84.027A) acknowledges the support of
the Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction in the development of all products or publications
and for the continued support of this federallyfunded contract project.

@ The WSPEI Project
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