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Wisconsin Families and Educators

Fall weather is finally upon us!

Welcome to our latest newsletter! We've packed it with ways for

you to connect, learn and discover resources across the state.

A particularly important opportunity for our Special Education

community is the Council on Special Education Public Forum

coming up in November—you can find all the details you need to

make your voice heard in the DPI section below.

We hope you can take a moment to enjoy this beautiful season of

change! Whether you're apple-picking, taking a scenic drive to see
the spectacular fall colors, or simply enjoying a cool morning walk, autumn in Wisconsin is truly
grand. €

The WSPEI Project Statewide Learning and
Networking Events

WSPEI Statewide Learning and Networking Opportunities

All statewide WSPEI events are FREE, will be held virtually on ZOOM, and are open to
families, educators, and community agency members. Registration is required.




In an attempt to make it easier for you to register:
REGISTER FOR ALL WSPEI WORKSHOPS and BOOK STUDIES ON THIS FORM
REGISTER FOR ALL WSPEI NETWORKS and COMMUNITIES ON THIS FORM

Sign up for our email list for the monthly newsletter and event notifications.
Calendar of Events

TOPIC SPECIFIC WORKSHOPS
The Family’s Role in the CCR-IEP Process
This 3-session workshop is aimed at equipping parents and other family members with knowledge
and confidence to actively engage in the IEP process. For families who have a child between the
ages of 3-21 who has an IEP. Educators are encouraged to participate as well!
Click to Register
e 10/21/25 & 10/28/25| 11:00 am - 1:00 pm

Partnering with Schools on Behavior and Discipline for Students with IEPs
This workshop will help participants understand how all policies apply to all children, including
those with disabilities; build awareness of IDEA protections for students with disabilities in regard
to discipline; and understand dispute resolution options in Wisconsin.

e December 4, 2025] 9:00 am-11:00 am
Click to REGISTER

Finding Children with Disabilities: What School Districts, Families, and Agencies Need to Know
This workshop will help participants understand the responsibility of school districts to locate,
identify, and evaluate all children suspected of having a disability under IDEA and the Child Find
Law. And define the rights of families if they believe their child may have a disability requiring
special education services.

e 1/20/26| 6:00 pm - 8:00 pm
OR

e 1/22/26]11:00 am - 1:00 pm
CLICK to REGISTER

ON GOING, MONTHLY NETWORK AND COMMUNITY MEETINGS
October Family, Youth and Community Engagement Network Meeting

There are times when disagreements between the family and school require additional support. In
Wisconsin, we are fortunate to have the Wisconsin Special Education Mediation System (WSEMS).
It provides free dispute resolution services for parents of children with disabilities and schools.
This session will cover the various services provided by WSEMS and how to access these
services. There will be time for questions!

Wednesday, October 15 from 4:00 p.m. - 5:30 p.m.

If you have already registered for this network, no need to do so again - one registration covers the
meetings for the year.

If you are new to this Network, CLICK HERE TO REGISTER

Family, Youth and Community Engagement Network
(formally known as the Family Engagement Community of Practice & Learning)



https://forms.gle/K2Cx1FT54GjhJ6iF9
https://forms.gle/WbmNnvo774HahmoB6
http://www.wspei.org/
https://wspei.org/events/
https://wspei.org/documents/family-role-in-the-ccr-iep-october-2025.pdf
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfCrpfTXu34q8-7s8RN8NVBUbqX4y8tOG-Jl8x-A52H8DO0EQ/viewform
https://wspei.org/documents/partnering-with-schools-december-2025.pdf
https://forms.gle/bMyLZgr7Wr9TP4cj9
https://wspei.org/documents/child-find-january-2026.pdf
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfCrpfTXu34q8-7s8RN8NVBUbqX4y8tOG-Jl8x-A52H8DO0EQ/viewform
https://wspei.org/documents/october-2025-fyce-dispute-resolution-options.pdf
https://forms.gle/RSnaHk3Ah1xYoqVZA
https://wspei.org/documents/family-youth-community-engagement-network-2025.26.pdf

A learning community for educators, administrators, statewide agencies, community partners, and
families focusing on family engagement-specific topics.

Meetings are held on the third Wednesday of every month, September to May, 4:00-5:30 pm.
Click to REGISTER

Family Support Community

A monthly learning opportunity designed for families and other caregivers supporting a child(ren)
with a disability. These meetings occur on the second Wednesday of the month from 7:00 pm
-8:00 pm and the second Thursday of the month from 12:00 -1:00 pm.

Our supportive community meetings provide valuable learning opportunities and mutual support.
They take place from September through May.

Click to REGISTER

WSPEI Regional Events

Southern Wisconsin .E"T_l‘

3 EP Bootcamp:
Empowering Families in the IEP Process

I EP B ootCam p = Em poweri ng Fam i I i es in the IEP P rocess A no-cost, virtual learning event for families of students with IEPs,

‘community agencies and educators in SE & South Central Wisconsin

Vil'tual On ZOOM Thursday, October 16: 12:00 p.m.- 1:00 p.m. on Zoom

OR
. . . Friday, October 17: 9:00 a.m. - 10:00 a.m. on Zoom
Thursday, October 16: 12:00 p.m.- 1:00 p.m. on Zoom s e R e
Carlene Chavez
+  Recognize the family's essential role as an Family-School Partnership
0 R equal member of the IEP team and partner Coordinator. CESA 2
i their child's educational planning. carlene.chavez@CesaZ org

i N N . « Identify key ways families can cantribute OR call: 414-791-0837
Friday, October 17: 9:00 a.m. — 10:00 a.m. on Zoom BT e
to the |EP development process, Fagﬂn:f'-df-:n';:: fa&v;e‘:srlp

. o . . . . .
+  Learn ways to prepare for |EP meetings, sahdrihan@cesal.k12.wius
Click here for flyer with more information and registration link Lo ors topror for EP st agrbn@sgatidz
and concerns, then sharing with others.
Registration is required to
*  Leamn how to locate and contact the receive ZOOM meeting link
appropriate district personnel to address
questions or concerns about your child's
IEP.

Do)
+  Explore your child's rights and avallable ['g"
dispute resolution options for resolving sty
disagreements with the school district. [~ )
CLICK TO REGISTER
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) — La Crosse and Western Wisconsin Area

* Recipe for Success: Transition Planning
A FREE, Blended Training: In-Person or on ZOOM
For families of a child with an IEP, self-advocates, educators

T Recipe for Success: Transition Planning

Transition planning is a key part of the Individualized Education Program {IEF)
process. In Wisconsin, it begins at age 14.

When: Monday, November 10" from 5:00 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. Blended Works hOp

‘Where: In-Person at Aptiv, 3000 South Ave, La Crosse,

T A Monday, November 10th from 5:00 p.m. — 6:30 p.m.

Pizza provided by WSPEI, and coakies provided by the Aptiv Transition Program students

v i goprcpms SYTET In-Person at Aptiv, 3000 South Ave, La Crosse, 2nd floor board

the essential tools to prepare for
meaningful transition conversations

with IEP teams. Link to Registration Form room

During our time together, participants oo

will understand the Postsecondary ok H

Transition Plan (PTP) process, how to % OR Vlrtua"y On ZOOM
be actively involved and who can help

support the transition to life after high W

ool N Click here for flyer with more information and registration link

Questions? Contact:

Just like every great recipe, each Wk E:E::m:’,k_ s
transition plan is unique, seasoned with tiisk@cesad.org

a person's individual strengths and OR

needs. Call: 508-786-4828

Come cook up a successful future with Sponsored by:
us! {WSPEI

and
aptiv

oy
@.mm



https://forms.gle/7WDUFwnpdnr94pR88
https://wspei.org/documents/2025-26-family-support-community-flyer.pdf
https://forms.gle/7WDUFwnpdnr94pR88
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1bWJ_tkE2c2fp7FrTv9_RNeRA5fkC3kcc/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1E-3eB7O2bWbYuZ31sTrCDLQFDrGl2vAd/view

Northern Wisconsin T ———

®  The Family's Role in the 7
College and Career Ready IEP Process

T o Ao
The Family's Role in the IEP Process ccnies
. . . . . Do you have a child between the ages of 3-21 who has an IEP?
Join us Virtually on ZOOM as we dive into our roles as Family Then this workshap i for YOU!
. This FREE virtual 2-session workshop is open to families,
Membel’s n the IEP pI'OCeSS educators and agencies.
11/6/25 & 11/13/25 from 1:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m. on ZOOM
November 6 & 13-- 1:00-3:00. (attenda nce at both days is Please plan toattend i you regstr, this workshop il not b recorded
This series will include information and If you have questions or would like
| resources that equipe parents and other  more in'g'rtmg:cn alhou( lhls:\‘e;lrming
i opportunity, please contact:
necessary!) Conen partpants m e 1R " Stepnare Luehn
process. stephanlel@cesal2.org
. . . . . . . or
Click Here for flyer with more information and registration link We il focs on canTis 1000
+  Strategles for strengthening Heidi Lehman at
relatienships with school staff hiehmanG@cesas.org
+ Preparing for the IEP meeting T n
j :.:::r::.mdln; the 5-step CCR-IEP G - =]
_MQE.‘
+ Options for resolving conflict %‘ﬁ
+ Community resources that can assist
you on your child's educational journey! Registration is required
CLICK TO REGISTER
EIWSPE| S T i

The Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction

News and Information from DPI

Special Education Council Public Forum:

The purpose of this public forum is to assist council members in advising the State Superintendent
of Public Instruction on the educational needs of students who receive special education through
an Individualized Education Program.

Mark your calendar!

The Council on Special Education will be hosting a virtual public forum on November 12, 2025
from 5:00pm-6:30pm. We invite you to participate in the forum by registering for the zoom
meeting.

You can also submit a comment online. Online comments will open on November 5th and close

on November 14th. To submit a comment please complete the following survey in either English
or Spanish.

Survey Input for Wisconsin Model Early Learning Standards (WMELS)

Wisconsin is updating the Model Early Learning Standards through the Wisconsin Early Learning
and Development Guidelines Revision Project. Please share this opportunity with those utilizing
WMELS in your school community including families, educators, administrators, and community
engagement partners. The survey takes about 15 minutes: Link to take the statewide survey. Your
feedback will help Wisconsin identify what's working in WMELS, what's missing or outdated, as
well as formats and tools that would make the next version most useful. Learn more: Early

Learning_and Development Guidelines Revision Project. Questions or help? Contact
carrie.germeroth@marzanoresearch.com.

Update to Shortened School Day Bulletin
The department recently added Question 13 to its Shortened Day Bulletin 24.01 clarifying that the
shortened day requirements do not apply to students with IEPs who stay in high school after their

peers graduate (18-21 services). The IEP team must continue to determine the services an adult
student needs to receive a free and appropriate public education, and the decision must be based
on the individualized needs of the student. However, what their day looks like, including its length,



https://drive.google.com/file/d/1W0_Fjn5X7wTYe507l98fj9lhlNOMbjAo/view
https://dpi.wi.gov/sped/council/public-forum
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/SIyu8K39QBC6qLet_12UVg
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/SIyu8K39QBC6qLet_12UVg
https://forms.gle/f7xpxDBR7KrgADJW8
https://forms.gle/9eqpZ8XTYGoUm4zD8
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks-1.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps%3A%252F%252Fsecure-web.cisco.com%252F1AVzXteNA_-TbzMjz1EobMThpEJwZPbM8wQD6slV6JEXO3bhYt01rHj1QJX2M6SQt5WME-xVVEBzKb09_fD0Y4Cg9sYtg3Iaj4_cvcWOeDpJC2xMC1WLGNkIPs-DSsWbenMs2j86ntt91-FuiAWjZ4TCZHhyS3yQS_5K0OkIAYkQZmK5vfOYyiOa-tvGsGMjppwOKKF0_O7KJOI34OtJQSOYxJ7XwG5nf4ntv65xyLc3sispmnRQ2bftbbbh9TzVfhqaq1wclteKhxH2zmUIiU66L2aQNPOJvGiaE-E6RQd8tP45n0LClOziSSlxlBT8ckklv0DkUPXac5ME6pbatWg%252Fhttps%25253A%25252F%25252Fsurvey.alchemer.com%25252Fs3%25252F8483657%25252FWisconsin-Model-Early-Learning-Standards-WMELS-Update-Survey%2F1%2F010001997d48ff40-8d543603-8991-4243-afd6-4d2538bbee47-000000%2F-MaoOhjNVL5ETE-yqdoiOCKHnFRqz58pO99ZMsPAngg%3D424&data=05%7C02%7Cdaniel.parker%40dpi.wi.gov%7C8b1e3f8f6d4b4415ea8008ddfba3ebf1%7C1654d14032604903b5b718450051ce16%7C1%7C0%7C638943403659007962%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=wjllblviLk4bw8MnYpQpVhEoCAtLeE0L%2BEd%2BXw5iYLQ%3D&reserved=0
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fnam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com%2F%3Furl=https%253A%252F%252Flinks-1.govdelivery.com%252FCL0%252Fhttps%253A%25252F%25252Fdcf.wisconsin.gov%25252Feldg%252F1%252F010001997d48ff40-8d543603-8991-4243-afd6-4d2538bbee47-000000%252Fx7tohY2xbHBbr_mXPp4d8rmF_8HlnEf6AHYIqGg8_Bs%253D424%26data=05%257C02%257Cdaniel.parker%2540dpi.wi.gov%257C8b1e3f8f6d4b4415ea8008ddfba3ebf1%257C1654d14032604903b5b718450051ce16%257C1%257C0%257C638943403659030729%257CUnknown%257CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%253D%253D%257C0%257C%257C%257C%26sdata=MSoM8dbXAw1vInY1LLBjsTd0KFWCyLldPimbWnRQSUI%253D%26reserved=0/1/01000199a9decad0-1c62d36a-6db0-41bf-af17-c49d32c71fd2-000000/Kwb34XfOgg5I4SzSDl9EOP1GXGIaER6qvwekYXnveEk=425
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fnam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com%2F%3Furl=https%253A%252F%252Flinks-1.govdelivery.com%252FCL0%252Fhttps%253A%25252F%25252Fdcf.wisconsin.gov%25252Feldg%252F1%252F010001997d48ff40-8d543603-8991-4243-afd6-4d2538bbee47-000000%252Fx7tohY2xbHBbr_mXPp4d8rmF_8HlnEf6AHYIqGg8_Bs%253D424%26data=05%257C02%257Cdaniel.parker%2540dpi.wi.gov%257C8b1e3f8f6d4b4415ea8008ddfba3ebf1%257C1654d14032604903b5b718450051ce16%257C1%257C0%257C638943403659030729%257CUnknown%257CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%253D%253D%257C0%257C%257C%257C%26sdata=MSoM8dbXAw1vInY1LLBjsTd0KFWCyLldPimbWnRQSUI%253D%26reserved=0/1/01000199a9decad0-1c62d36a-6db0-41bf-af17-c49d32c71fd2-000000/Kwb34XfOgg5I4SzSDl9EOP1GXGIaER6qvwekYXnveEk=425
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fdpi.wi.gov%2Fsped%2Finformation-update-bulletin-2401/1/01000199a9decad0-1c62d36a-6db0-41bf-af17-c49d32c71fd2-000000/ZL7ZrOIxb6u58ssuVkzz7W9pV05nEWnAmMpHoEv_h08=425

may differ significantly from a traditional school day. For adult students who stay in high school
after their peers graduate, this time may be used by some to finish credits toward graduation with a
regular high school diploma, while for others, it may involve building skills as they transition to life
after high school.

Questions regarding this bulletin should be directed to the Special Education main line at 608-266-
1781.

Wisconsin Conferences

2025 Children Come First Conference
Dates: November 3rd-4th, 2025
Location: Kalahari Resort * Wisconsin Dells, WI

As one of the largest and longest-running family-driven events in the state, this conference is
dedicated to addressing the pressing needs of children and families living with mental and
behavioral health issues.

Families with children enrolled in the Children's Long-Term Support (CLTS)_program may have the
chance to use the program to fund conference registration fees. Registration through CLTS must
be facilitated by an authorized agent, such as a County Representative or a Caseworker.
REGISTER HERE

Building the Heart of Successful Schools Conference

Registration is now open for the 2025 Building the Heart of Successful Schools Conference.
DATES: December 11, 2025 with pre-conference sessions on December 10, 2025

LOCATION: Glacier Canyon Conference Center - Wilderness Resort in Wisconsin Dells.

Register by November 20, 2025.

Check out the BHSS Conference Booklet for keynote speaker and breakout session information!

Register yourself or your school team. Contact the WISH Center (wishschools@cesa4.org) for
help with registration. Link to register

Circles of Life Conference

Call for Presentations Now Open

Dates: May 14 & 15, 2026

Location: Holiday Inn Stevens Point Convention Center

Registration Opens February 1, 2026

We need a wide variety of presentations to meet the interests of our attendees.

The theme for our 2026 conference is Families and Professionals on the Path Together. We
encourage you to submit a presentation proposal reflecting this theme. If possible, include how
partnerships and collaborations improve outcomes for all families.

Click this link for the Presentation Application Form

Contact Lynn at Family Voices, Lynn@fvofwi.org.

Application Deadline: October 17



https://ielw5tcab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001veF7qaaigmKa1YToTJ1N3Cdc5vpXfrqYYgjvRnxlilNrtt7thfWMaULsQmp8uMQS8Gcso0-wAS-IR_2r_h8wklacfIjjfrI1Hy0mUFrJ9GS8cxZ7hfkap-7n_ix7eU6T0WAIelmviVYQgLNtkn2gAoMQiP_cwkMZCnlR0pI-HMsQ_sN5sbbdLTTgoTdSGo40Zv116rwOSqovJ5QFfZy7DQ==&c=tiTU_c3oWPhvwxKIJOLIpUi1rhAKtmo8XjjbT6mrQksbbZdgbYNObw==&ch=j4z8kFNEtHmh2BN3OVVrXwdJloMgck9eVV0yWyPoCVh7lbN7MWyy_g==
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/clts/index.htm
https://www.ccfconference.org/event/138a5979-1fcc-44e1-94f8-d83aa06b1b26/regPage:e2e9488b-2a97-423c-891a-dcbe82d285cb
https://www.wishschools.org/resources/BHSS.cfm
https://simplebooklet.com/2025bhssconferenceprogram#page=1
mailto:wishschools@cesa4.org
https://cesa4.app.neoncrm.com/event.jsp?event=1652&
https://familyvoiceswi.org/circles-of-life-conference/
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=z25Y2NFhDU6Grc9L9lWVWobUcteA7oBHrOUdmB9niYBUOFlHSFVXMjhCTTZHU0w1ME1NNlo4RlpHTS4u&route=shorturl

Children Come First

CONFERENCE

WIFACETS

WI FACETS is Wisconsin's Parent Training and Information Center (PTI) funded through the US
Department of Education, Office of Special Education Programs. WI FACETS has a large variety of
resources, upcoming trainings, and webinar recordings to help families navigate special education.

Check out the WI FACETS Training Calendar, WI FACETS Webinar Recordings as well as WI
FACETS resources webpages.

The WI FACETS October Newsletter highlights information and resources for learning about
Specific Learning Disabilities:
October Newsletter - English
October Newsletter - Spanish

Disability Rights Wisconsin (DRW)

A New Look, A New Vision: Defending Dignity and Advancing Justice!

Disability Rights Wisconsin is excited to unveil our new mission and look that will help support our
work moving forward.
READ MORE ABOUT IT HERE!

Visit the DRW website to learn more about their work

Wisconsin Board for People with Developmental
Disabilities(WI BPDD)

Update and Newsletter

!Partners in Policymaking: Application Deadline extended to October 27th!
The Wisconsin Partners in Policymaking program is a six-session advocacy training to prepare
future leaders around the state who can work with lawmakers and communities to support the
inclusion of people with developmental disabilities in all aspects of life.



https://secure-web.cisco.com/1FyNQKlrNs-u86ip25qwwaVx-qikgLZO2aVOvGDgv81FKkcxzbJzgSgKgQn1jbZVBc0Zc6bRtWdEnVlLRrhD4HK6Giw_mxhbFDLqi2qPVewwTOUoM2Zo187rQzuzbkZxSxxbA8VsN58luxfCmibqE-9nVWiQ5dqkpJ3_-RA7ByJLvTZXu-EKJies7fIcKquy9gAsNEdZgEfcd5Xdzj722shFwpeE1iX3Wbq8R66C6vpBut6JCmYjirkUAPINcfOWk3TARxuUwgsAVfQqkUwLxwwCdGFppKk_7e0LA6RsCox5W9oo6gYQvQQPuZm2azmj7DrGdy88hmp8ygiiDQw07w-ls1ne1E8MYqw2xqFbI6Fs/https%3A%2F%2Fwifacets.org%2Ftraining%2Fcalendar%2F
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1WpV1Ov3sHBVSlpWvY3yH8Pekmkuw_yAGzbA6xVChvrT_9w4nNy1IGgS0DxAiAQUrmno7x2DGH5UEt5vAJlyAvklbSZhiN1rWMm2zYyRqH6tOOM4deWW6qNXNiNfK0cs3c5gzSGmHnwryVlyV_nYCcig3YHse5D16YEO35KRjdB_dSOWKoFJF97RRjczk9d-46dNxtXZ3TdZiopJp1Bft29kuQJVu2THRibCAwqTb9J67PmLktRwfDjEjdGvB9OHW1JRpkIJcjfffenDhlN9fb1ogAEyvOyt3y3exDuN8sClXaYnub01cnFTdMQrcDp9wgNsDJIKj3n3th9Ne8x_c4MthEIUuPvSj6ZHDY4PkNaY/https%3A%2F%2Fwifacets.org%2Ftraining%2Ftraining-archives%2F
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1k9UIxOpjqPzb59i2RA_g5e8ous-_b0mue4Z7PflnPD-wtAHkUh971c1YwmxOULnHvVdMAS1fGBFndix0_oLTwjhkgZRFgsn50JLFXK-4jL_pt-utLzSHyNuQLAPV2npsQtg0510Uo9ggQXxwoy9R27yodhPOObaIgDMH9oOUKlxIfcF1KdUJ_qzup4U2Jag10xAW9OvT9425oFEVIfQYVqaI744iLyVbOEMwUMvzcEK73m9k2PSoh_ANJ89nZsXlgTH8vkZYC3207dy70JWUfObUGO4aVKLBwhkNlZdBOt-7GOI_8cYlVq1SUeQZ8r8kEsVI0Y-5TTksTnXKPzzUE6WPYmAkfUi9K9q9T8mOLz8/https%3A%2F%2Fwifacets.org%2Fresources%2Fonline-resources%2F
https://servingongroups.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/October-2025-Family-Engagement-Newsletter.pdf
https://servingongroups.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/Boletin-Participacion-Familiar_Octubre-2025.pdf
https://disabilityrightswi.org/
https://disabilityrightswi.salsalabs.org/a-new-look-sept-2025?wvpId=778d1330-2061-4d75-a218-71aea0e5a700
https://disabilityrightswi.org/
https://wi-bpdd.org/

Find more details and application HERE

Dates for the Class of 2025/2026 are:

November 14 & 15, 2025 (Madison*)

December 12 & 13, 2025 (Virtual only)

January 16 & 17, 2026 (Virtual only)

February 27 & 28, 2026 (Virtual only)

April 3 & 4, 2026 (Madison*)

May 1 & 2, 2026 (Madison*)

*|f attending in person is difficult, please contact Jenny Neugart, Project Manager at
Jennifer.neugart@wisconsin.gov to discuss options.

Who can attend?

We are looking for motivated individuals who want to create inclusive communities and are:
Parents or primary caregivers of children under 21 with developmental disabilities

Adults with developmental disabilities /)
Adult siblings or family members of individuals with developmental disabilities ’
We want cultural and geographic diversity in the group attending. Participants will be chosen P

What is the cost?
Partners is funded by BPDD and covers costs associated with the training, hotel rooms, meals, and

by a team of parents, self-advocates, and professionals. i

materials.

-
o

WI BPDD October Newsletter

Wisconsin Family Voices

Wisconsin Family Voices October Events:

Wednesday, October 15, 12:00 - 12:45
Transition Learning Sessions: Gain Independence and Skills to Live
in the Community

Wednesday, October 15, 5:30 - 6:45
Thinking About Supported Decision-Making
Monday, October 23, 11:30 - 12:30

Medicaid Made Easy

Wednesday, October 27, 5:30 - 6:30

What's After High School?

Wednesday, October 29, 11:30 -12:30
Employment and DVR Services

Wednesday, October 29, 5:00 - 6:00
Thinking About Supported Decision-Making

Visit this link for descriptions
Register for events here

Link to Family Voices Newsletter



https://wi-bpdd.org/index.php/partners-in-policymaking/
mailto:Jennifer.neugart@wisconsin.gov
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https://mailchi.mp/fvofwi/october-2025-events?e=585ee8c4f7
https://familyvoiceswi.org/events-calendar/
https://mailchi.mp/fvofwi/2025-newsletter-issue-3?e=585ee8c4f7

Around the State!ss Information and Events!

Connecting Families

Connecting Families is a network of peer support in the state of Wisconsin for families of children
and youth with special health care needs. In short, we help families connect with other families on
a similar journey.

For more information, visit the website: Connecting Families

Children's Wisconsin

Parenting isn't easy. Children's Wisconsin is here to help!

Children's Wisconsin offers free workshops for parents and caregivers with children birth to 16

years old. You will gain positive parenting skills to manage stress, build new healthy habits, and
support your child's whole health.

Parenting workshops are offered both online and in-person. Topics change each month. Please
sign up for the programs below that meet your parenting goals.

Schedule of workshops

Milwaukee Area Technical College (MATC)

Uniquely Abled Academy (UAA) at Milwaukee Area Technical College (MATC) is designed to
provide students on the Autism spectrum the hands-on training needed to prepare for a career as a
computer numerical control (CNC) operator.

Find more details and a link to apply HERE

MATC'’s Uniquely Abled Academy Open House
October 29, 2025 - 10:00 am

MATC Downtown Milwaukee Location

Link to flyer with more information and registration!



https://connectingfamilies.waisman.wisc.edu/
https://reg.learningstream.com/view/cal4a.aspx?ek=&ref=&aa=0&sid1=0&sid2=0&as=96&wp=392&tz=0&ms=0&nav=0&cc=0&cat1=0&cat2=0&cat3=0&aid=CHWTP&rf=&pn=0
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1EUaI633rq9yybs9oPTFj_6xOJ0GAsVq-/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1uPpMeki-DfRwnxOc_fopDmI8VjzHf3Gg/view

Project Search - River Falls

River Falls Project SEARCH is hosting the second annual Transition Services Open House!

Date: November 13th from 5-7pm

Location: River Falls Area Hospital

Join us to learn more about our two featured transition programs, Project SEARCH and Northwood
Tech's Hospitality Foundations Program, and chat with representatives from various other
transition services including Division of Vocational Rehabilitation (DVR), Aging & Disability
Resource Center (ADRC), and more!

Email Natasha Herum at natasha.herum@rfsd.k12.wi.us for more information.

Link to flyer with additional information

Parents United

Parents United is a non-profit community-based organization provides regular informational
workshops featuring experts presenting a wide range of topics relative to students with disabilities
and their families. There are both in-person and virtual workshops.

Parents and families from across the state of Wisconsin are welcome to register and attend these
workshops. All events are FREE!

Click the links for each date to go to a flyer with additional details and registration information:
e October 21 (IEP Bootcamp) IN-PERSON
e November 13 (Disappear Fear) VIRTUAL
» November 18 (Transition Panel) IN-PERSON
o December 4 (Creating Financial Security) VIRTUAL

Children's Resources Center North

Parent Support Sessions:

Join for a presentation with Sean Inderbitzen, an autistic therapist practicing in Northwest
Wisconsin. He will share his research on the impact of polyvagal theory and the nervous system
with neurodivergent children.

Two Options:

When: Tuesday, October 28, 2025, 5:00- 7:15 pm

Where: Holiday Inn Conference Room-Hayward

15586 Co Rd B, Hayward, WI 54843

or

When: Thursday, October 23, 2025, 5:00- 7:15 pm

Where: Cobblestone Inn conference room- Ashland

818 Main St W, Ashland, WI, 54806

Link to flyer with additional information



https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Ocs9t9B937zFw7_RVW6BYV3VEQwin_Eh/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/14sPSIIUt6PYvE4gT1NPi_3Bk5rHkziB3/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1lbo6ivE6FXlZ2syocOCYN9dSymwFBzuK/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1gdvTyiowTKA3P-FGmNYNdZsqeyu1CMaJ/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1QfZPE3v7bSRaI_k-6-TFmOEupNF_xpxz/view?usp=sharing
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Racine County Public Health, Burlington Area School CwOAE o 2025
s . VE™ 13
District, and NAMI Racine County ﬂovE“BE:-.-_oo"“

2nd annual Youth Mental Health Resource Fair. This is a FREE
Youth Mental Health Resource Fair!

When: Thursday November 13th, 2025, from 57pm Burlington High School
400 McCanna Parkway, Burlington, Wi

Where: Burlington High School, located at 400 McCanna Parkway, in T T T ST TIE T
. SUPPORT AND COUNSELING, MENTAL
B u rl I ngto n, WI N WELLNESS AND SELF CARE ACTIVITIES SUCH
AS YOGA, MEDITATION, AND JOURNALING,
COMMUNITY RESOURCES, INFORMATION AND

This Youth Mental Health Resource Fair, will showcase and REFERRAL AND MORE

highlight a variety of mental health and wellness services and
supports (counseling, yoga, physical health and activities,
exercise/sports, mindfulness, insurance info, etc) that are available for YOUTH, as well as their
parents and caregivers, not only in Racine County, but also in our neighboring counties and

communities.
Information on the_Facebook Page

Walworth County

Walworth County Resource Fair for Individuals with Diverse Abilities - SAVE THE DATE
Come learn about local disability servicesand connect with resources available toyou and your
family - financial resources,respite, recreational ideas, job training,education, living arrangements
and more!
Food Trucks available! More details to follow.
When: Thursday, November 6, 2025-5:00-7:00P M
Where: Lakeland School, W3905 County Road NN, Elkhorn WI 53121

Walworth County Resource o
Fair for Individuals with Ieria de recursos para
Diverse Abilitics Condado de Walworth

Wisconsin Tourette Association

Upcoming Event: Madison Tourette Community Building Day
There will also be a children’s program offered by Tourette Syndrome Camp USA.
If you plan to attend, please email:
Scott Loeff at Scott63@prodigy.net with the number of adults and children attending.



https://www.facebook.com/events/1307921514073411/
mailto:Scott63@prodigy.net

There is no cost to attend.

Date: Saturday, November 8, 2025, 1:00 PM

Location: Madison Area Technical College — Truax Campus

1701 Wright Street, Main Building, Room C-2408, Madison, WI

Speakers:

Dr. Jordan Stiede, Clinical Psychologist — “CBIT Treatment for Tourette Syndrome”
Cody Peterson, Wisconsin Tourette Youth Ambassador

Nicole Hauch, Milwaukee-based Support Group Leader

c| fs When Students Are In School Every Day...

v They stay connected to classroom discussions and peer
relationships

v Learning builds naturally from one day to the next

v They contribute to our strong classroom community

v They maintain the positive habits we've established together

Learn more about resources and research at Attendance Works

—

\.CONNECT WITH WSPEI

'

Are you looking for information, resources or support about Special Education and
IEPs from WSPEI? b

Information provided on this form will help us connect you to your local
WSPEI Family-School Partnership Coordinator:
Click this link for Support Request Form i

Bring a Workshop to Your Area! We'd love to partner with you!
Interested in hosting one of our workshops locally? Reach out and let's make it happen.
Email us at: wspei@cesal2.org

Find past newsletters and downloadable pdfs HERE

mn The WSPEI Project

R P .
G www.wspei.org
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https://wspei.org/news/
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