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FROM THE WISCONSIN STATEWIDE EDUCATOR INITIATIVE

IN THIS MONTH'S EDITION

The colder months make for a great time to connect in virtual

HELLO
NOVEMBER!

communities or hunker down with resources and networks.
We have new workshops and dates for winter learning
opportunities from WSPEI. Also look for respite resources,
Communication Options for Families, offerings from the

Supporting Neurodiverse Students System and much more....

UPCOMING WORKSHOPS AND LEARNING EVENTS

FROM WSPEI

NEW WORKSHOPS and DATES FOR THE WINTER MONTHS!

Navigating Special Education Resources Workshop

This workshop will help participants gain basic information about special education, learn
about resources and specific tools and strategies to use when working with school staff to
support their child.

Session 1 Topics: Acronyms/Terms; Birth-3; Pre-School; Communication Session 2 Topics:
Evaluation Reports; IEPs; Transition(PTP); General Information.

Session dates: 12/1/23 & 12/8/23 Registration closes November 17!

Information Flyers for details and registration links:
Navigating Special Education Resources Workshop



https://wspei.org/learning-opp/family-partnerships/
https://cdn.smore.com/u/c277/cb0e542afe6d7ca35e65f32fbd9179f8.jpeg
https://wspei.org/documents/navigating-special-ed-resources-december-2023.pdf

Discussions are held bi-weekly on Thursdays beginning January 4, 2024.

Flyers with additional details and links to registration:
Powerful Partnership Book Study - Winter 2024
Powerful Partnerships - Winter 2024 Spanish (Alianzas poderosas: una guia para maestros

para involucrar a las familias para el éxito estudiantil)
ONGOING CONNECTIONS - ALL ARE WELCOME!

Navigating Special Education Resources - Spanish (Conozca los Recursos para la Educacion
Especial)

Families As Partners is a five-session education and leadership opportunity for families
focused on building relationships with school staff and others that can improve student
outcomes. The first session for 2024 begins on January 16th!

Information Flyers for details and registration links:

Families As Partners - Winter 2024

Families As Partners - Winter 2024 Spanish (Las familias como aliados)

Join families and educators from throughout the state of Wisconsin to take a deeper dive into
the book "Powerful Partnerships" the work of Karen Mapp, llene Carver and Jessica Lander.
The Family Support Community is a monthly learning opportunity offered to families and other
caregivers supporting a child(ren) with a disability. Meetings are held on the first Wednesday
of the month.

Additional information and registration links can be found on these flyers:

Family Support Community

Family Support Community Spanish (Comunidad de Apoyo Familiar)

The Family Engagement Community of Practice is a learning community for educators,
administrators, statewide agencies, community partners, and families focusing on family-
engagement-specific topics.

Meetings occur on the second Wednesday of the month.

For more information and registration details click link below:
Family Engagement Community of Practice

WI FACETS NOVEMBER NEWSLETTER WITH
INFORMATION, RESOURCES AND UPCOMING
EVENTS

Our mission is to provide and broaden opportunities that enhance the quality of life for

children and adults with disabilities and their families, with emphasis on support for

1inderserved families in the camminitv


https://wspei.org/documents/navigating-special-ed-resources-spanish-es-.pdf
https://wspei.org/documents/families-as-partners-winter-2024.pdf
https://wspei.org/documents/spanish-families-as-partners-winter-2024.pdf
https://wspei.org/documents/winter-2024-powerful-partnerships.pdf
https://wspei.org/documents/spanish-powerful-partnerships-online-book-study-winter-2024.pdf
https://wspei.org/documents/2023-24-family-support-community-flyer.pptx.pdf
https://wspei.org/documents/2023-24-family-support-community-spanish.pdf
https://wspei.org/documents/2023-2024-fe-copl-schedule-flier.pdf

Family Engagement November 2023 Newsletter
This month's topic covers Positive Behavioral Interventions and Supports(PBIS)

Wisconsin Training_Calendar | WI FACETS
Calendar with all Training Events for 2023
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CIRCLES OF LIFE CONFERENCE: REGISTRATION IN

EARLY 2024

Circles of Life Conference Circles of Life is Wisconsin's annual conference for families who have children
with disabilities and the professionals who support them. May 16-17, 2023 Holiday Inn.Stevens Point, WI

AUTISM SOCIETY OF GREATER WISCONSIN

CONFERENCE

Save the Date and Call for Proposals(click button above for link) Dates: April 25-27,2024 Location:
Kalahari Convention Center, Wisconsin Deélls, WI Call For Proposals The deadline to submit a proposal is
November 17th, 2023.

END OF QUARTER REPORT CARDS AND
PROGRESS REPORTS WILL BE COMING HOME

SOON!

If your child has an IEP, you know how important it is to advocate for your child’s needs. If you
have questions about your child's current progress toward their goals, this resources provides
some questions to ask and possible conversation starters for talking with your child's

teacher:
Endrew F Talking Points

Your child’s IEP includes annual goals. While the school is required to update you on progress
toward the goals, you may want to keep track on your own, too.
IEP Goal Tracker
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https://familyvoiceswi.org/circles-of-life-conference/
https://www.autismgreaterwi.org/call-for-proposals/
https://servingongroups.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/Family-Engagement-Newsletter-November-2023.pdf
https://wifacets.org/training/calendar/
https://wspei.org/documents/endrew_f_talking_points_understood.pdf
https://wspei.org/documents/iep_goal_tracker_understood.pdf

Do you have questions about the services and specialized instruction your child receives and
don’'t know who you can talk to? This document provides options available for you.
Communications Options for Families - English

Opciones de comunicacién para familias

Families and schools have a “built-in” partnership with the child as the focus. This partnership
will grow when parents and school staff work together. Disagreements may happen, but
working together improves your child’s education:

Wisconsin Special Education - DISPUTE RESOLUTION OPTIONS

Wisconsin Special Education

DISPUTE RESOLUTION OPTIONS

S\

IEP Facilitation Mediation IDEA State Complaint Due Process Hearing
This early conflict i iation is available to resolve Any individual or organization may Request
option provides a neutral, Issues by providing a free file a complaint if they believe a A written request for a hearing by

trained facilitator to help the IEP
teamwith the IEP process. The
facilitator helps the IEP team
maintain open, respectful, and

professional mediator. The goal
of mediation is to come to a

school district has violated state or
federal special education

mutual decision, inwriting,
which is binding in federal and

a1 . The int must
be filed within one year of the

an administrative hearing officer
related to the identification,
evaluation, placement, issues
pertaining to the IEP, or the

productive communication and state court. Discussions during alleged violation. DPI investigates provision of a free and appropriate
is provided by WSEMS. e and h d a decision. public education of a child with a
can't be used in further legal disability.

Contact: Wisconsin Special proceedings. Contact: DPI Special Education

Education Mediation System Team Contact: DPI Special Education
868-298-3857 Contact: Wisconsin Special 608-266-1781 S
Bia@wsems.us Education Mediation System dpisped@dpi.wi.gov H0B-266-1781

888-298-3857 dpisped@dpi.wigov

gaEwsems.us

¥ NOVEMBER IS NATIONAL FAMILY
CAREGIVERS MONTH



https://wspei.org/documents/2022-2023-cof-english-1-1-.pdf
https://wspei.org/documents/2019-2020-spanish-cof.pdf
https://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/sped/pdf/sped-dispute-resolution-options-visual.pdf

RECOGNIZE  ASSIST ENGAGE

National Family Caregivers Month

Administration for Community Living

Celebrated every November, Family Caregivers Monthi is a time to recognize and honor family
caregivers across the nation. Families are the primary source of support for individuals with
disabilities and older adults.

From the Caregiver Network:
10 Tips for Family Caregivers

10 consejos para cuidadoras familiares

From Parent To Parent of Wisconsin:
Tips from Parent to Parent WI

To locate a Respite Care Provider Visit:
Respite Care Association of Wisconsin
Find A Provider

SNS: SUPPORTING NEURODIVERSE STUDENTS

This Learning System provides adults with the learning needed to implement strategies that
support students with significantly divergent social and emotional learning needs.
Here are two learning opportunities we are featuring this month:

Statewide Learning Cohort: Come join a learning community around topics connected to
students with neurodiverse needs. This cohort will meet monthly from 3:30-4:30 to learn with



https://sites.google.com/cesa1.k12.wi.us/ese/home?authuser=0
https://www.caregiveraction.org/resources/10-tips-family-caregivers
https://www.caregiveraction.org/sites/default/files/10tips_spanish.pdf
https://p2pwi.org/P2P/Tips-for-Parents
https://respitecarewi.org/
https://rcaw.gnosishosting.net/Portal/Registry

and from each other. You do not need to attend all events, join when you can or for the
subjects that interest you.

Meeting details and dates: Supporting Neurodiverse Students Cohort

NO COST Monthly Virtual Learning Events: Virtual learning opportunities with a focus on
regulation, social communication, flexibility, resilience, sensory processing, and executive
functioning. These learning opportunities aim to support educators and families serving
students with disability-related needs in the area of social and emotional learning.

Topics and meeting dates: Supporting Neurodiverse Students Virtual Learning Events

PROJECT SEARCH WISCONSIN

Project SEARCH is a business led collaboration that enables young adults with disabilities to
gain and maintain employment through training and career exploration.

A 9-12 month program, Project SEARCH provides total immersion in a large community
business. Students with disabilities are offered a workforce alternative for their last year of
high school. All participants must be eligible for services with the Wisconsin Division of
Vocational Rehabilitation (DVR). At some sites, young adults who have completed high school
may be eligible to participate in Project SEARCH.

To find a Project Search Location in your area click on this link for the interactive map:
Project SEARCH Locations

Open Applications(so far, more to come) for 2024:
Project SEARCH - Children’s Wisconsin Tour and Application Material Information
Project SEARCH - Milwaukee County Zoo Tour and Application Material Information

= ATTENDING SCHOOL IS IMPORTANT!

INFORMATION FROM ATTENDANCE WORKS



https://www.attendanceworks.org/mission/
https://wspei.org/documents/sns_yearlongcohort_23-24-1-.pdf
https://wspei.org/documents/sns-virtual-2-hour-events.pdf
https://cdn.smore.com/u/2ab6/aec464a6e73c303b573326d20ecdedb1.jpeg
https://cdn.smore.com/u/7584/7dcf7c69dd1da5d703a88754b61e8950.jpeg
https://cdn.smore.com/u/52ca/08f98e1e2f39d1e4ae8863ce140d3860.jpeg
https://dwd.wisconsin.gov/dvr/programs/project-search/locations.htm
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1HUFC2PLvac7vYcn7t20MLl39Aerw3lYZ/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/14jAwWpYgy7OphtALw2ozm5OLYql6EAtp/view?usp=sharing

As the ripple effects of the pandemic continue to rattle the nation, paying attention to

attendance is more crucial than ever. Recovering from the pandemic depends upon students
being present and actively engaged in learning.

America has an attendance crisis. Based upon emerging data, we estimate chronic absence
has doubled. Chronic absence (missing 10% or more of school) is an early warning sign that
students are at risk of not reading proficiently by the end of third grade, struggling
academically in middle school and dropping out of high school.

Help your child succeed:
In Preschool and Kindergarten

en la preescuela y en kindergarten

In Elementary Grades
a tener éxito en la escuela

In Middle and High School Grades
en la escuela intermedia y secundaria

CONNECT WITH WSPELI!

EJ.WSPE I € Facebook

‘Wiscorei Satcswices Panemt Educanar niliative

Please send questions about the information shared in this
newsletter or suggestions for a future edition to the email
listed below.

Not on our mailing list? Click the button below to subscribe.
Share with families and others you know!

§¥ Wisconsin, USA Ba wspei@cesal2.org

= 833-879-7734 @ wspei.org

The Wisconsin Statewide ParentEducator Initiative (CFDA #84.027A) acknowledges the
support of the Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction in the development of all products
or publications and for the continued support of this federallyfunded grant project.


https://wspei.org/documents/attendance_works_prek-k_handout_in_091623.pdf
https://wspei.org/documents/prek-k_handout_flglr_spanish__110421.pdf
https://wspei.org/documents/attendance-works-elementary__handout_101421.pdf
https://wspei.org/documents/elementary_handout_spanish_110421-1.pdf
https://wspei.org/documents/middlehigh_handout_111122.pdf
https://wspei.org/documents/middle_secondary_handout_spanish_111821.pdf
https://s.smore.com/u/9606/adbb81d6c179bff15e2faf2d0bf929ab.jpeg
https://s.smore.com/u/b596/04d66334f846384771dafcdb70ae024a.jpeg
https://s.smore.com/u/5848/682957aa69afc5e03b12e1b655e2a5b3.jpeg
https://www.facebook.com/WisconsinStatewideParentEducatorInitiative
http://www.wspei.org/
http://maps.google.com/maps?daddr=Wisconsin%2C%20USA&hl=en
mailto:wspei@cesa12.org
tel:833-879-7734
http://www.wspei.org/




